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Buroien and Fice-verdin Moun rArh 
Famous 1n the W orld : # 


VVith their REMARKXABLES, 
Collected for the moſt part out of KIRCH 8D 


Subrerraneous World ; 
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And expos'd to more general view in Eng/:fj, upon the Relatie 
of the late Wonderful and Prodigious Eruptions-of 4 IN, 
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Thereby to occaſion greater admirations of the Wonders of N | 
ture (and of the God of Nature) in the mighty Element a oy re, 8 al 


Res ſemper aliquid apportat novi, 


None ſadlier knows the unreſt ;ſied Ire, > 
Then Thou, Poor London ! of th all-raging Fire, "- 
But theſe occaſion d kindling are but Blazes, - 
Toth mighty Burnings, which fierce Nature raiſe. "x 
IF then a Town, or Hills blaze be ſo dire "i" 
IVhat will be th laſt, and Univerſal Fire « F 


Licenſed and Entred according to. Order. I : 
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T'Ere are preſented tothee in Englifh, the moſt 


Wu, 


bj wonderful, moſt prodigious, and even mi- 


rather a ſcatter'd Collettion of Hiſtorical 
Relations by others, of moſt remarkable paſſages, Which 
ſo came to. paſs : Firſt, Upon ſo fair an occaſion given b 
the late incredible Erupttons of Kitna, and paſt all beliefs 
Had they -not been confirmed'by fo honourable a Teſtimony, 
paſt all mſtruſl, And. yet there were not wanting ſome ſuch 
Perſons, ſo unknowing and faithleſs 5 as to queſtion, not- 
withſtanding at firſt , all for a Rodamontado, or Iſle of 
Pines,&c. Therefore, ſecondly alſo, by reaſon of ſo general 
and univerſal Ignorance of theſe Matters found among our 
Countreymen 5 as ſufficiently appeared at the firft coming forth 
of that wonderful Relation, As if ſome ſuch ſtrange thing | 
had hapned, as never before in the IVorlds at leaſt never ſo 
. great, ſo prodigious and portentous, That therefore men 
- might be more generally acquainted nith the Wonders of Na- 
tures .(inthis particular alſo of Fire) has this been under- 
taken. And then becauſe there had yet been none wm Engliſh 
' of the Subje, for the general information of men, or of 
 ſach as were deſirous to know + Wa theſe matters, And 
2 yet 


»— 


| _ TheÞFpiftle to the Reader, 
yet there is a method ſufficient for an exatt Hiftory, Nor te 
there any thing Material, or Remarkable 3 that is not, int 
| brief, at leaſt taken notice of. Laſtly, The Subjeft and Ar> 
| gument ſo admirable and curious, may excuſe other defetFs; 
| For that not ſa much the Philoſophy of theſe Matters, (yet 
3 there ts a ſprinkling of that too, as occaſionally it occur d in 
| our Author) as the mighty Effetts and Things themſelves are 
here intended for the Engliſh;Reader, Ty therefore an His 
ſtorical Narration of the Worlds Volcano's, and their 
Wonders and Remarkable, But for the grand Literado's, 
and ſuch as are paſt thetr Engliſh Tongue, let them be ſatis* 
fied, that it was never calculated for men of their Degree and. 
Elevation, So not to weary thee with Complements of a long 
Epiſtle, or to hang out Invitations of greater pretences, then- 
realities 5 we leave thee to what entertainment the Book it 
ſelf will afford, And if thou findſt any occaſion, not to re 
ent, of ſo much tixie and labour as the peruſal 5 By ſo much 
the farther will the Author be from repenting of his patns, or 
thinking hy labour loft, that ts, for no good or benefit to his: 
Countreymen, in Engliſhing ſo wonderful things. He pres... 
ſumes to ſay; Read, anda admre, and take the pleaſure 
thereof. Farewel, 
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The Explication of the $ chemes, out of Kircher. 
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E- Central Fire A, through certain Fire-dudts, or Chari 
; þ- 26s Sills round chat, epery,where,. Gr pod neap erp 
The 


| exhalations and ſparits,, . driven into the, Water-- 
| houſes, it. partly - 4 B into hot Baths; -partly attenu=-- 
ates or rarifies into vapours 3 which daſhing, as it were, againſt the. 
Arches, or Vaults of Concayous Dens, and condens'd by the cold... 
nels of the place, -and laſtly diflolved into Waters, generate Foun. 
tains and Rivers ; and then partly derived into fit Maxrices and-Re» 
ceptacles, fruitful of other kind 0 Jayco pf ſeveral Minerals, con.. 
tract faſt together, and harden into Metallick Bodies or elſe are or- 
dered for a new Conception,. and fruQtifying.of combuſtible Mat- 
ter, to nouriſh, and ſtill feed and maintain the Fire.. You ſee there. 
alſo, how the Sea, by. the. Winds and preſſure of the Air,, or motion. 
of the z{fuaring Tides, ejaculate and: caſt forth the Waters,through. 
Subrerrancous, or under-ground Burrows, intothe higheſt Waters. 
houſes of the Monntains.. , You ſee alſo the Sea.and the Plains in the 
utmoſt ſurface of the Earth, to take.place next. to the Subterrancous 
World ;, and the Air next to themzas the Scheme teaches :: Yet you. 
are not to imagine, that the Fires and Waters, &c, are really thus. 
diſpoſed in Nature underground. . For whoever. has ſeen: them ? 
But this onely was to ſignifie, according to the beſt imagination of. 
the Author, that they are after ſome well-ordercd and artificial, or 
organiz'd way or other, contriv'd by Nature 3: and that the Une 
der-ground World-is a well fram'd Houſe, with diſtin&t Reoms,. 
Cellars, and Stoxe-houſes,. by great. Art aud Wiſdom. fitted. roge- 
ther; and .not,, as many: thukys confuſed an jumbled heap or 
Chaos of things, asit were, of Stones, Bricks, Wood, and other. 
+ as the,rubbiſh of a decayed Houſe, or an Houſe not yer. 
made. | | 
| And.to the perpetuation of: theſe hidden and unſearchable ope= | 
rationsof Nature Be IE of nine ener and jay mund | 
thereof, The Conftellatians, Syns Moon, and-Scars, .cauſe the re- 
ciprocal LIE JET ides'ot the. Sea to and fro,. By the _ 
ruo | 
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The Explication of the Schemes. 


tuouſneſs of the Seas rage and Tides, an ummenſe bulk of Waters, 


being, through hid and occult paſſages at the bottom of the Ocean, 
procruded or-thruft _ into the intimate bowels of the Earth, 
excites and ſtirs up alſo Subterraneous Fire by the impetuouſneſs of 
Wuds, -and' geltores:ic with,new-conveyanes of Nutriment. © Fhe 
Subrerrancous Fife nor khowing how to be idle, being enkindled 
by the reciprocation, or return toand fro, of the Tides, as it were 
by certain Bellows ; and raging, does, by, theſe, and thoſe, and che 
other Fibres, or. Veins'of occult paſſages, which. are repleniſhed 
with Mctallick and: Mineral Jays, carry, whiles it paſſes by,, an 
hage plenty of vapors withjtfetf, a 10 crepe threugh 
the Terreſtrial 'Coiiveyances of the Mountains, partly rhrough the 
botcom of the Ocean, into the uttermolt Surface ; 0 | chere dilated 
and ſpread wider, do again, with their blaſts, ſolicite and provoke 
the Air,the Ocean,and Seas.” And what is-agayn inſinvated Slough 


the Orifices of the Oceans” bottom, doth cotivey new Provanr to. 
the Snbrerraneous Pire, to. nouriſh and, conſerve it; and by this 


means alſo doth ſupply new marter to provoke and ftir up the Sea 
. ' - rs 4-40 i . 

ag1in 3 (as but now was declar'd) , You fee theretore the manner 

and way of the Circulation of Nature. You fec how Water, Fire; 


Fire, Water z tqycually, as ir were, cherifty one aucther'; and by a 


certaiu unanimotis conſent; conſpire to the Conſervation of the Geo. 
coſm, or Terreſttial World. For if Subcerraticous Fire thould e- 


mit no vapours for matters of Winds The'Sea, as it were torpid, 


and void of motion,” would go into a putridneſs, to the ruine of the 
whole Globe, And conſequently deſticure of . the aid of Winds, 
could neicher alfo ſuccour Subterraneous Fire, with neceffary nutri. 
ment. Whence the Fire extinR,” being the life of the 2{acrocoſm, 
as ſpiritous blood is of the Microcoſm,” Univerſal Nature muſt ne- 
ceſiarily periſh. , Leſt therefore Nature, undergoing ſo great a de. 
triment, ſhou'd fail ; oodra py God moſt good and great, by pro- 


vident Na:urc,the Hand-maid of the pr rag Work-maſter,would 


have boch Elcments be 'ir. a-perperual Motion, for admirable” ends, 
elſewhere ſhewn. For the Water [hding throuzh the ſecret paſſa- 
ges under ground, ſupplies moifture ; and thbelhite erewkh Care 
rics a mixture of Terreſtrial portions to the Fire-houſes, for their 
food, And theſe again fwellug with hot Spirits, carried upwards, 
and eleyatcd through wonted Fire-datts, do with their heat cheriſh 


the Water-honſer, and other kind of oy tacles, whethier of Air, . 
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The Explication of the Schemes. 
of all under ground) and do animatethem-for the Generation botlt 
of Minerals, and alfoof Vegetables, to be promoted, cr furthered 
by exhalations. And fo in an ererlaſting,. and circulatory motion, 
al things which are behefd ini Nature, do exiſt and abide. And 
ſo Subterranecous Fire, together with Water, are the EffeCtors and: 
Generators, we may fay, of all things; Fc. 


| 


\ This Scheme-exprefſes the Neſts of Heat only, or;which is all one,, 
the Fire-honſes, variouſly diſtributed through the Uniyerfal Bow- 
els of the Earth, by the admirable Workmanſhip-of God ; leſt any 
where ſhould be wanting what would be fo: greatly neceſſary to- 
the Converſation of the Geocoſm, But let noye perſwade hiimſclt;, 
as if the Fircs were conſtituted, as here repreſented ;, and the Fire- 
houſes forthwith diſpoſed in that order.' In no wiſe this. We would: 
onely hereby ſhew,. that the bowels of che Earth are full of /£/tu- 
aries, that is, places overflown; and raging with Fire, which we- 
call Under-ground Fire-houſes, or Conſervatories 5 whether after 
ſuch, or any other manner diſpoſed... From the Centre therefore: 
we.have deduc'd the Fire,, throngh all the Paths (to be ſuppoſed) 
of the Terreſtriat World ;; even to the' very, Yxlcavien Mountains: 
themſelves, in the Exteriour Surface, The Central Fire js.ſfigned: 
with the letter A.. The reſt arc the Azſtnuaries, or Fire-bouſes,, 
ſigned with B, The Fire-dafts, C. But the leaſt Channels, are. 
F:ſſures,. or clefts of the Earth, which the Ficry Spirirs paſs,. and! 
make their way through,” - - OP TINKES 


A. The Central Fire«- 

B. The Fire- houſes. 

C, The Fire-dults- Thy 
.  Fiſſares of the Eaith, the rofl. 
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The TABLE. 


CHAP. I. 
Of Subterraneous Fire-houſes 5 That ir, Abyſſes, or deep 
Storehouſes of Fire : or, if you will, Aeftuaries (that 
#, :þlaces overflown and raging withs 5 Or, as t were, 


Creeks of Fire) underground, 


CHAP. II, 
Of the Volcano's or Ignovomous , that uw, Fi ere-vomting 
M ountains in. General, 


wn A P, . JIE 
of the Manifold Volcano s of Italy in Particular, 
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Of the Remakable: of Volrano's, and:thetr "Erin in 1 Ge- 


- neral, 
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Of the Remarkable of the Volcand's of "FAR and chi: 1195 
torious Eruptions in articular, &C Pig (os | 
Of the Pllegrean Plains, or emer thao EY 
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CHAP, vi : 
Of the Prodig! ous ani Wonderful Ris nt Feta; 5 and of 
the Vulcantan I/lands adjoyning. 
EZXtna's Crater or Fire-Cup, 
A Cbronicle of Aitna's Fires, 8c. 
Of the Velcanells's 5 Strombolo, and Volcano, 8c, 
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| Px 
The VULCANO'S: 
OR, 


| Mountains vomiting Fire, famous in the World | 
with-their Remarkables. yl 


fo CHAP..L 
| Of Subterraneous Abyſſer, and Conſervatories, or Store- x 
, | houſes of- Fire 5 the Original Cauſe and Sourſe of all fiery _ | 


Eruptions, and Vulcano s, ar 


a Rews/ H A T. there are Subterrantous Conſeryatories, and 
 SEANYY El Treaſuries of Fire (even as well, as. there are of 
Ra Water, and Air, &c.) and vaſt Abyſles, and bot- 
Wo tomleſs Gulphs in the Bowels and very Entfals of 
Im the Earth, ſtored therewith, no ſober Philoſopher From what 
D 5 can deny ; If he do but conſider the prodigious S1gns — 
H— Vulcano's, or fire-belching Mountains ; the erup- paper 1. 
tions of ſulphurous fires not only out of the Earth, but alſo- out of 
the very Sea z the multityde and variety of. hot Baths: every where 
occurring+. . And that they have their ſourſe and birth-place, not in 
the Air, not inthe Water 5, nay, nor as the Vulgar pcrſwade them- 
ſelves, not at the bottom of the Mountains 3 but In the very in-moſt 
privy.Chambers, and retixing places of.the Earth, is as teaſ>nable to __ 
Feng, -"” And there Valean, as 1t were, to have his Elaboracorics, a $14 
Shops. and Forges in zhe profusnth Bowels of Nature. 


For 
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The Vulcanos : Or, 


WF 4 
| | For how elle could there be every where ſuch a quantity of Mine- 
iſ / rals, brimſtone, and ſulphurous-unfuous matters, without any fire 
and ſubterraneous burnings of fire-engendring,and all concoQting na. 
rure z' which by no means can be.conceived to be enkindled, from the 
conflicts of air and moifture, in thoſe moſt dark and deep Regions of 
# the Earth, ſo remote from all influence of the Sun. A $ 
|| be neceſſity of Therefore ſubterraneous fire was neceſſary to the internal Oecono- 
| abrer/anecws my, or conſtitution of, as it werey the organiz'd _ of the earth, 
& {976 and diſtrihution of 'Life and heat, as we may fo ay, to all the exte. 
riour members. Plato acknowledges hidden treaſuries of ever-flow- 
ing flames, and moſt huge Rivers of fires, as well as of waters. Yea 
and Ariſtotle himſelf aftirms moſt ' ample ſourſes, as of water, fo of 
' , \fpirit and fire. Alfo Pliny, Vitrwvin, Cicero, have noted this L,Ar- 
TY canum of nature; for inthe bowels of the earth, are obſerved hid- 
ing. den operations of heat z and the greateſt parts of the world are up- 
held and ſuſtained* by heat underieath. We ſee fire ſtruck forth 
from the conflict oh attrition of ſtones ; and the reeking earth to 
| lmoke upon every new digging, eſpecially if deep; And alſo hot and | 
warm waters drawn out of Wells continually, and that chiefly in 
winter z for that a great force of heat is contain'd and pent up with. 
! Fables of inthe Caverns of theearth. All the Poetick Fables'ot Yalcan, Vie 
; Poers alludeto gy the Cyclops, ſeem toallude to this ſubterrancous fire. 


if - - 5 ® = 4 
6 w_ EFT EROS This is the ſenſe of Lucretime ſinging thus ; 
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| —— The Earth contains within it's Womb, 
| Firit Seeds, whence th* Sea, and flowing Rivers come 
' In tonflant courſe 5 Sources of Fire tt has, | 

For burming Soyls we ſee in many a places 

But above 7, e/Etna's impetuom Cell, 

Rages with flames from th' laweSt pit of Hell. 


And eManilim, | | 
But with all parts the Fires mingled ave, - THEE 
Quick Lightning, in the teeming Clonds of th' Air, | | 
They gender ; Pierce the Earth, whence Etrid's Mountains, - - 
Dare Heaven : Alſo make Baths hot, in Fountains. 


| | 7he whole Tothisend the whole Earth is Cavernous, andthe Terrene Globe: 
= Ewih Ca- contains vaſt ow within its own bowels, axched:Caves aud Vaults, 
+ an 1mmenſe Tracts, and: wnpenetrable Abyfles, - For, as!Srreca relates! 


£ 
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of 


Ionivomous Monntains, 6c. 
"i of. the Fields of Putcolum, There are vet Caves, bugh Ritiſſer, 
va and vacuities ; Stones on Mountains hanging here and there; Alſo 
v4 cragged Gapings without bottom, which have often receiv'd thin, as 
8 they fell in, and buried the mighty Rnzne in the deep. For the whole 
Y Earth is not-ſolid 3 but every where gaping, ard hollow'd with 
LN empty rooms aud ſpaces, and hidden burrows, ' as it were, whereto 
Þ ſubſcribes Pliny, e/Elian, Lucretiw, and other writers of Natural 
= things. . For the Fire and Water {weetly conſpire togerher in mu. The Wedl>e 
_ tual ſervice, with an inviolable friendſhip and wedlock, for the 9) *#'* ory 
__ good of the whole 1n their ſeveral and diftin& private-lodgings, as the Sarees | 
> we may ſo ſay, and hidden receptacles 3 ſpreading themſelves far and 
: wide to a vaſt largeneſs,and capacity 3 which two Aflociates,and A- 
-" gents of Nature, with pains work and bring about ſuch variety of 
_ things we ſee, of Minerals, Juyces, Marles, Glebes, and other ſoyls, 
r- with ebullitions, and bublings up of Fountains alſo. As CManilins 
th but now- ſang to us, 
Wo Sith this fire thus ſhut up in the Caverns of the Earth, agitating Subterranes 
id it ſelf, whenit finds paſſage, it never leaves penetrating unto ſome jn bd paſt 
_ vent, for many hundred Miles, even under the Sea, and unpaſſable 0 2 OY 
_ and far fetch'd windings and turnings of the Earth. And acquiring 
_ continually greater power, it turns the Earth, and even the very 
Stones and Mountains, it finds in its way, into caſte fael 
and nutriment : That except it were reftrain'd by the encompaſſing 
of the Ocean, and the command of the Omipotent Deity, it would 
attract and ſuck in theuniverſal bulk, of all elementary Nature, into s 
an unquenchable combuſtion, and Conflagration. = 
And there is need of ſuch vaſt quanrities of. fires, for.theuſes of 75. peg « 
the Univerſe; And 'tis reaſonable to think that the Divine Provi. uſe thereof. 
dence hath made a very great proviſion ,of fire in the belly of Na- 
ture, whence by long Chimnyes or Funnels, as it were, it might 
diffuſe an infinite heat aud fervour for the uſe of things neceſlary ; 
and the emolument of the Earth, Men, and Beaſts, Juſt as it hath 
hy conſtituted the vaſt Sea in ſuch a manner -ſo as to diſtribute an inde-+ 
ficient plenty of Waters, through the veins and channels of the whole 
Y body of che Earth, And-as ir hath appointed the Waters their 
$ bounds, ſo it hath fo attempered and diſtributed theſe fires, in the 
' BF hidden courſes and apartments of ſubterreſtrial Nature, that they 
ws; might neither be ſuffocated by che infinuating and inflowing Waters 
9 of the Ocean, nor tranſgreſs their preſcribed Limirs and Confines : 
1 For orherwiſe; - Ear ſhould be unhmitred Eruptions,they would 
: _ Gon tutnall intoRuines. B2. Whicl 


=: 92 "The 'Vulcanos: Or, 
be laft gene- "Which ſhall at length come to paſs, in that fulnefs of tinie, when 
yr » 4, all che Reins of unruly Nature ſhall be broke looſe, and the Ca- 
orld, taraQts, or Flood-gates as it were, of ſubterraneous fire flung open ; 

; by the command of the DivinePower, not only the Earth, but even 

the Elements ſhall melc with fervent hear, to the ruine and deftru- 
Rion of the whole World. That even as in the univerſal Flood, the 
windows of Heaven, and Gulphs of the Abyſles being opened, he 
deſtroyed the World by an Inundation of Waters, evea fo alſo, in 
the laft times,he might deſtroy the ſame by a Deluge of Fires: which 
who could deny to be, if he ſhould behold che perperual boyling 
fires in the Earth ; the vaſt burning of Provinces; Laſtly, the ma- 
nifeſt proviſion and preparation of ſo much Combuſtible matter, and 
Sulphur together, which is vomited forth, even at one Gaping and 
EruRation 3 without confeſling it a certain and infallible Specimeu 
and Example, and evident token of preparation to the total and final 
Conflagration preſcribed by the Divine Wiſdom. 

The Prodigious Vulcano's therefore and Fire-vomitting Moun. 
tains viſible in the external furface of the Earth, do fufticiently de- 
monſtrate it full of inviſible and under-ground fires. For where- 
ever there's a Vulcan, there alſo is a Couſervatory, or Store-houſe 
under,as certain, as where there is a Chimney or ſmoke, there is fire ; 
And argue deeper creaſuries and ſtorchouſes of fire, in the very hearc 


Hell in the Holy Father's have not incongruouſly placed 'the greateſt of all the 
5 of a - Fire-conſervative Abyſles in the Centre of the Earth, for an eternal 
ding to ſome, Jakes and Priſon, deftin'd for the _ of the Damned; 

and ſome others for Purgatory (according to the received belicf of 
Papiſts. ESE + 

N -» "up is but flowing, or fluid fire, -and*the ſtreaming efflux 

| of ſulphurous principles, or particles, &c, which from theſe burſt 

forth 1n exceſfive raging ſtreams, from the mouth of theſe Ignivomous 

(or fire-vomitting) Mountains, and Vulcano's; which are wonders 

of Nature, not unworthy generally to be known, and taken notice 

of, of all men. And which we now come to ennumerate, with their 

remarkable Phznomeua's, and Eruptions, | 


i —. 
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and inward bowels of the Earth. In ſfonmch that from hence the. 
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_commotions and Earchquakes. . For Earthquakes are the prope &f- _rarthquat 
refreſhed with, the. all-reviving Air z' fo {i 


world withoue chews. 
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| CHAP. II. = | 
Of Vulcano's in general 5 What; and where's In Aſia, © 
Africa, America, and' Earope. 


' A. S Nature hath conſtituted various Store-houſes of Waters, 1n 
A the higheſt Mountains 3 fo it has diſtributed. various mroey 
racles of fire, within the bowels of the highe(& Mountains alfo ;. for 
the compleat frutifying of Nature with this pxinugenial -heat as it 

were, and.radical moiſture together, as before has been ſhewn. For The pire 
the fire cannot ſubſiſt without the water, nor the water wichout the Waters mutus 
fire. *Tis certain, if only the moiſt, or only the fiery. clement, need anduſe. 
ſhould domineer, all would be laid waſt, and nothing fructificz 
8c. The Water would ſtagnete and freeze without ſome kindly .re- 
ſolving heat,and afford no warm aud friendly vapours, and fruirful , , 
exhalations. And the fire cannot live,wichout a moiſt and humid nu- gg 
triment, or laſt any time without a free and an aflwaging fomenta- as it were. 
tion, and breathing of the Air, and as it were ventilation. 

Theſe Vulcano's therefore are nothing but the yent-holes, or pyjcans's: « 
breath-pipes of Nature, to give vent to the ſuperfluous choaking Breathing- 
fumes aud ſmoaky vapours, .which fly upwards, and make way and Hoes of Ne 
free paſſage for the vehemency of the .within-conceived. burning %** 
aud for the attraction and free entrance of the friendly cheriſhing 
Air, to reviveand yentilate thoſe ſuffocating flames, leſt they ſhoujd 
continually. ſhake the foundations of. the Ground with intollerable 


feRs of ſubterreſtrial cumbuſtions. And fo the fire is both exvne- proper -Effe& 
rated of its ſuperfluous clogg of fumes and dregs of drofs, through of Sub errg 
thoſe open and wide-mouthed Gulphs and Orifices, as it wexe ye. 


through certain Jakes or common ſhoarsz,' and alfo cheriſhed aiid 
; arving as breath pipes both 
for, expiration aud inſpiration to the whole .body of Nature, or che . 
Univerſe. F | 

Of chis ſort of Vent-holes, Chimneys, or Funnels, rhere-are ſuch 


multitude aud. yarety, that there's hardly any Regioa ia the 


_.. * The Pulcans's +: Ong: | 
Valcano's of Afaa, every where, in 1ts ſeveral Regions, abounds with theſe yo- 3 
þ ia, (fc. miting Mountains of fire. Perfia has divers Vulcano's. And in the bs 
| Ifland Armuzia: The Uland Zeilan, remarxable by the name of = 
eAdam; In Perſia it ſelf, many fulpharous Craters, or Cups, very ba 
cerriblecto:Eravellerss \with Ser | 11 Medigy: and, Cophanras inthe . 
Region of the Ba&riansz formidable to beholders. | be 
In che Moguls Etnpire, in the Kingdom of / "gifton Tibet, Can t 

box, every where theſe kind of Mountains ; and in che moſt vaſt Þ| 

Kingdom of China. But eſpecially the Molnece-and- Philipping- e” 
* Tſfhnds, and the aniverſal Archipelago of 'St Lazar, ſo abounds | © 
with theſ&Vulcanian places, that there's ſcarce'an Viand without | £ 
chem, "either in the Crarer's ( or deep mouth'd: Cups) and helliſh Þ 
ditches, if not upon the Mountains themſelves.” Alſo -in the Bay. | t 

day's, wherthF the Mountain Goxreps moſt eminent 3 1n both che : 

 Fava's, within the entrajls of moſt high Mountains. © The Moun- w 
tain Balaſvanms in Sumatra: The inacceſſible Mountain in the w 
Tland Terenate. © In the Marrician lands, the Mountain Telaz. In " 
Tandaia, nigh the Promontory of the Holy Ghoſt, are found ſome - 
alſo; as alſoin the Mand Marindica. Morcover in Fappan, no ſmall Joe 
' * number, near the City Firandns3 and a famous one over againſt Fe 
the City Tavax4ma, in one of the Srven Siſters (Iflands fo oe! EY 
and ſeveral other circumyacent Wflands every where ; which through _ | py 
ſubterrahcous Burrows or Channels have occult «commerce with St, | 
Lazarus Wands, in the Archipelago, eventonew Griny,-and thoſe | @ 
called Solomon's Iſland; ; and from thence to. other Mands of the || 
Pacifick , commonly call'd the South Sea. For in new Gainy, as | pr 
alſo in the Southern Land are abferved ſuch Mountains, to, the grear | , 
aſtoniſhment of Matiriets: And the like are feen in the vaſt Sow- +. 
thern Ocean, ot Soxth Sta; Inthe India Ocean every where, De- | A 

ſert aud Rockey Mountains diſcover their ſmoking Chimneys; even | 

in the ſhores of Northren Tartary, towards Maſcovy, are frequent a 


- "Vulcanello's; and, in; all the Ocean and Hands almoſt, 8c, witch G 


welcave, and, come to Africa, . © 


| Als : aps 4 2 7 Ex | ; = | IJ; - m 
The Vulcaman Where Exght farnious Vulcano's are obſery'd ; "Two in Monomo- | bn 
| Mountains of © topa; Four in Angola, Congyus, and Guzny; Onein Lybra, and One | h 

'AfiiCa- . I . d ( | h r 
| in Abaſſia ;. beſides wnumerable Craters and ſulphurous Dens, &- a 
| .\ery where @bv1Qus 5 ſome Whereof having conſum'd their combu- G 

| Nible marter, have: cea#d ; again to' re-inkindle;wheit” they ſhdfl 

hace rifen'd and concoRted again their recruited matter and futl. Y 

ce Atlantich Sea ſo abounds with ſubterrancous Fires, that Plaro's | 


Land 


- 


Ionionmons. Moantyins;"&c. 


-Land, cal Atlabtis, ſeerns tohave_ been, ſwallow'd up from no 0- 


ther cauſe ; but the oucrages.of theſe fires and earthquakes, thence a- 
riſing. And to this very day'ſame Tracts are every where, infeſted 
wich flames and fires. breaking forth. from them under-ground ore= 
houlesz the violence agd rage-whereof, both Colnmbaruud YVeſpas- 
Ci#7, at their great penl had experience.gf, The, Terzgresican {carce 
be inhabited for:the'vehemency of fires, - 


to Teneriff, belches forth flames, xo this very. day 3.as alſo che-Phins 


of. the circumjacenc-Iflands, ſtufſed- with brin({fone/and fulphurous- + 
uncuous matter. The Iſlands of St. Hglengaud of the !(Afcgnuon, tþ 


have flam'd- heretofore, bath-.the-burgg. Rocks gf. Mountaiusj and 
the Cinders, and: pany of Mineral jand. Stone-coals buryt and 


chark'd as it were, do ſufficiently; ſhew... ,- 


. ..;Yet.no part of the world more famous than Amgeriea, which you of 


may, call Vulcan's Kingdom: fu thei Atdes alone, which they call 
the Cordillera, from a-Goncatenation of Moputaing, iy the. Kingdom 
of Chite; tare fifteen Vulcano's. Tg theſe. you,may adjpyn the Vul- 
cano's outof the Southern paxt-of the Mngellanick Sec, commonly 
call'd Terra del Fuego. In Pers not fewer then in Chile; of Fre 
acceſſibleheight 3 and three. jh, the conringed tops of; the Avder, | be- 
ſides innumerable Vulcanian Duches, Pits, and, Jakes.; In Careppey 


@ Province.of Popeyan, is a-Mountain ragaug wich, ſmoke and flames, - | 


chiefly in ſerene weather, | The: Ciry, Paraguipsy ninety leagues di- 
ſtant from Lime, has a Mountain near it, caſting forch.concinually 
ſuch ſalphurous fires, ! that the People, are greatly afraid, leſt ſome- 
time-at length the Exuptions.hoyld-utterly deſtroycthe whole Regi- 
one:;At the valley of Pers. cal d Mulabale,; fifteen leagues diſtant 
from the Gity 2410, is another Vulcan, continually bekhung forth 
flames far and'near; and chreatuing the-People; 

. In the Northerg Amnicyic4, ave obſerved = partly in new. Sparny 
viz. Three, formidable. for: they: (pelching; Aames, partly in new 
Granada, partly in the very heart and midſt of Califormia, and the 
more in-land Mexican Kingdom. + In Nicaragua, one; Another 
neer Aquapatenr ; three necr the Conrinenr of Cal:iformm;- And in 
the ( American) Mediterranean Sea two others; and innumerable 
othegs *tis like, not yet. diſcover'd, through all the Terr-aqueous 
Globe” © © 


| Zi) d and ih 
them the Pico, or Pike , a Mountain of. immenſe Alcicude; equal 


Ametica, 


In Emrope five chief ones are noted, viz e/£rna in Scicily, by the The Valcal's 


Monuments of all Writers, whether Poets or Hiſtorians moſt famous. of Eu.oPc. 


Strong)lar, 


YZ TBz Pubramne fo No 
"Strong ym; ( and ſome other of the Liparitan Iflands, notvery vi- 
mote from Scicily ; © eſpecially that notorious by the name of Yut 
Cano, to-which is adjoyn'd another call'd YVulcanells) faid all ro have 
burncheretofore, call d/'the Vlleaiio's, or Vulcanian Iflands,. The 
Mountain Hecl#WiPfdhd, intlicfittheft North; and Chimers in 
i "AP > Greece: befides tkry 6chers* in-eac/particular Country; at leaſt 
| rain n Fire-wells, Pies; and Orifices; &c. Among all which 1caly through- 
Beows fires. \Out all Apes is themioſt Yotorious for ſuchunderground Harths and 
| Eſtuaries z of which more particularly by irs ſel And indeed 
Ttaly 's moſt fiely ſeated of all Colrfitries of Exrope for ſuch vaſt Com- 


zi 
if 
' 
i 


{ 

l 

[ 'buſtions; and Eruption of fire, - | | © Med 

Of Germany,” Nether are'Germany, Fravice, Span; and other Countries, wholly 
© " diſtitute of theirs; where, though there be none an{werable to the 
i other, yet both che frequent ſulphureous Craters, and deep burning 
| Ditches and Pit3z-vomitting forth ſmoke 'and flames ; and alfo the 
! innumerable mtiukinde of-hbe Baths and Wells every where, do be. 
| tray. ſome ſtore and 'work-houſes* bf ſubterraneoys tire; ing be 
| tween'their Conſervatorics' arid? Abyſles of water. In Mii, in 
Germagy; the Mountains Carbo, ever and anon' rages with fame and 
Are, 8c. ; © Y 


| 
| Neither are the furtheſt TraQs of the North tos cid and frozen 


f 


!| Towards the for them, * Four whereof! Authors teckon-in 'the Region of the 
{uf orthern PO, Tyofer in Tartary.\ Tn Liaplard high Mountains are obſerv'd to belch 
[ forth flames like /£tne. © In [zlard, the famous Hecla. And leſt 
Nature might ſeem to have left the turtheſFRegions' of the North 
curs'd with the Everlaſting inclemency of 'Cold and Tce, it has con- 
ſtituted an hnge Vulcanian Mountain, inthe Tfland caW'd Groemland, 
next to the Pole 3 -And-others inthe Neighbouring, whether Iſlands, 
or Continents, ſcituated-about the Pole, ''which they concinue, even 
unto the Creeks and Bayes of the Southern Land call'd Del Fuege : 
So that many think that the TraQts of the Northern Pole inaccetfble 
by reaſon of the niulticude-of theſe fire-ſpewing Mountains.- 
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Iontvomous Mountains, 6c, 
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| CHAP. II. 
Of the Vulcano's of Italy, Scicily, and Neighbouring 


Ilanas, 


Taly, and the adjacent Iſland, have in all times afforded prodigi- 
ous Heats, Combuſtions, &ſtuaries, hot Baths, Conflagrations, 
and Eruptions of burning flames, and all che mighty Arguments, 
and wondrous Products and cftects of Subterraneous fires. In ſo 
much that we want not Hiſtory to report to us, Thar heretofore it 
all burnt from Cuma and YVeſuvins in Campania, or Terra ds Lavoro, 
even to Hiſtria, not far from Yenice 3 and therefore to have been cal- 
led by the moſt ancient Inhabitants thereof, The burnt Country. And 
indeed 1taly is every way Ciſpoſed for ſuch vaſt Combuſtions ; As, 
wich ſtraitneſs and Satan, of ſcituation, whereby it is continu 
ally daſh'd and ftruck with the beating of waters and waves, be 
tween two Scasz with ſubterraneous paſſages and cavernous hollow 


windings and turuings, eafily penetravle and paſſable to fires and 


winds. And laſtly, with plenty of iulphureous marcerials, where- 
with the whole luxuriouſly abounds, In fo much that it burns, in 
certain places, above ground on the ſurface of the Earth. For in all 
the Southern parts of Jraly, from the utmoſt Coaſts of S1culy, to the 


very Confines of Tuſcany ; 10 {ome ym are {een perpetual bur. 


nings, as in Etna, In other, Couttlagrations by times, as in the 
Vulcanello's, or Liparitan Iſlands; and over againſt Naples, as in 
Iſchia, Prochyta, Pythacuſa 3 and alſo in the Mountains of the Con- 
tinent, Veſuvius, Miſenum, the Putecli, and Cama, which often 
burn, and in certain places, ſhew great Eſtuaries, wich abounding 
fires, fumes, vapours, baths 3 winding labyrinths, alſo every where 
obvious 3 as Kircher with greateſt diligence oblcrved 3 and gapes 
with burrow'd breathing-holes, which when they fend forth a blaſt, 
preſently, nor without terrour of ſtanders-by, are ponanng more 
inward crackings, as it were, of burning and blazing fires,and ſounds 
of waters; as in the Phlegrean Hills, which ſurround the Vulca- 
nian Plains, commonly called S»/phatara (or Land of Sulphur) is 
to be ſcen and heard. Alſo the Sybell's Den at Cuma, not far di- 
ſtant ; and moſt mighty horrid Gapings and Recelles, impenetrable, 

and 


Iraly 
abounds 
with Subs 


terraneous 
Fires, 


The P hle- 
gr aan 
Plains, 
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—T” and not to be cntred, for their raging heat, give further aſſurances, 
All Cam- All Campante, every where on it's Plains, carries ancient foot-ſteps 
paria 0b- of the ſame Conflagrations, The ground every where parch'd like 
noxious 19 Oinders, and Punus-ſtones ; and a duſt, which they call the Putgs- 
FIYes 8 lan like Pouder 3 And extin& Coals included in living Rocks. 
Campagna From Puteoli pals to Campegra di Roma, which 1s full-of ſul. 
di Rema phurous Cratcr's, through the Mintaryan Marſhes "to Suln 
ſprings . whence a continued Mine of Sulphur, through the Roman Plain 
_— *#*” exerts it {clf, in divers places, but chiefly, in a certain Lake of un- 
PPT ſearchable profundicy, tour miles diſtant trom the Ciry T;wols, as 
The ſwim- alſo the moſt famous of the fixteen ſwimming Iflands thereabours, 
ming I- which they call the Barchetre ( or little Barks. ) Out of which, the 
flands of {;}phrreous River of Tyber has its origine ; and ſeems to have been 
1WvOlY- famous heretofore, tor hot Bath's. Hence a burrow of ſubterranc- 
ous fire, bends back to the Round Mountain 3 And thence into di- 
Burrows vers branches. One part whereof tends to the Srrplian Bath's, and 
ef Subter- the Laxe inthe middle Wood, horrible with {tench of Brimſtone, 
rancoMe.. and for the ſpectacle of Waters boyling and bubling up in the form 
op + of a-Column ; and at length through the neighbour Mountains, 
ro various where are alſo hidden pits of Serpents, full of Xſtuaries, and ſmo- 
branches, king Funnels, or Chimneys ; and even to the very hundred Cells : 
All which places, laviſh wich fulphurous Bitumen and unctuous ma- 
terials ; and fo terminate in the Sea. The other branch,towards the 


Mountain Roſea, between which and Roncilion, new ſulphurean' 


Fire-Cups break forth, which have their occulc communications 

with the Mountain Viterbo, and with the Village Vico; and are 

famous for ſulphurcan boyling Springs. And indeed the Mountain 

Viterbo ſeems yet to cherith a great force of fire under moſt profound 

Dens ; whuch it diffuſes at its Roots, on the Morthern-ſfide, towards 
Viterbium, into all che Plain, which 1s full of a' moſt ſulphureous 

Gas; lhe Glebes every where parch'd, and covered with Pumice- 

itones, and has innumerable hs Fountains; among which Bylli- 

canium 1s moſt famous tor its intollerable fervour, This hath a great 
commerce with another neighbour Lake, berween Virerbium, and 

the Mountain Flaſco, where Water breaking forth from the bottom 

Two near of the Lake, does mightily rumulruate; And, which is wonderful 
Fountains to relate, here are beheld rwo Fountains together, diſtant ſcarce 
ues 2. 9ne pace, whereof one dantes and leaps with moſt hot and boyl. 
ther moſt ing , the other with moſt cold and freezing water, Hence a buy- 
cold. row of fubterrancous fire through whole T ſcary, diffuſing it fe!f 
into 


Iontwvomous Mountains, 6c. 
p into innumerable branches, ſcarce leaves any place tree, from ſulphu- 
F x reous Cups, and Mineral waters. Sith T#ſcaxy,on that ſide looking 
towards the Tuſcan Sea, even tothe Iſland //va, - the whole Countr 
every where, bubbles wich hot waters, or luxuriouſly abounds wal 
" ſ\ulphurcons Mines of Iron, or Braſs; under which are indeed mee 
morable, the ſtinking Dirches and Pools of Yeolterra, ſtufted with 


% fervid and bubling Waters; And the Mines of che be{t Sulphur 
"UF at Caſtro. 
FR On the other part towards the Eaſt, a Burrow of Fire, extended 


far and wide, chiefly exerts ic ſelf, under the Monneain, called Y;wo, 
He where it cauſes the famous Barhs ot St. Caſſtan, and St. Philip; and 
hence ſtretches it ſelf cowards thoſe called the Avignon Baths, even 
to the Mountain Politianoz where a plentiful quantiry of Mincral 
Waters, with the grievoulclt ſtench, bubbles up, And hence on one 
F* fide, even to the Apemnine, which 1s alſo revlenith'd with Aſtua- 
rics (orraging Gulphs; ) on the other ;, to. S:ena, in Tuſcany, and 


” the neighboring parts adjoyning to the Seaz And even tothe Con- 
s, fines of Genoa, and the fields of Lyca, which abound with fo ma- 
wg ny Mecals, ſo many ſulphurous Weils and Fountains of nor and 
P tervid Water,. as pennags all /raly hath not the like. Yet molt of gye,rhing 
> all the Breathing-holes of ſubcerraneous fire, burſt out in the Apex 0rifices of 
hs nine Hills, at Petra Mala, and neighbouring places, where the Air _ a 
va ſparkles and glirters by night, and 'tis chick with darkneſs and ,, ochnhy 
is {moak for a long time; as it were from ſome flaming furnace under- Mala. 
< neachz and hears che waters that are caſt in, and burns {tubole. 
a Now this Fountain ſeems to have continual veins, even to the Por- 
g | retan waters in the Bononton helds; Hills whereof, every where, 
Is ſparkle and lighten by night. And hence ſeems to be poured uno 
| the fields of Modena, where liquor of Bitumen, an{ Sulphur, and 
£ Fire rages, after a wonderful manner z And hence continues the 
f burnings of 1ts tuel, even to Hiſtria, of the Venctians. For that 
t theſe Mountains of Padaa, as ancient Hiſtorians teſtihe, did herc- 


d & tofore burn about the Barhs of Albano, in the Padaan fields, bath 
$ the bubling Tracts of Hills and Aſhes, and the extcraal ſurface of 


F Pumice-ſtones » as alſo burnt aud cindred Coals, and the feryor of 
- ſtones, which make the very waters, running between, bor, do ſuth- 
b ciently ſhew. 

* Which things ſeeing they are ſo, it may be truly, a certain Argu- 
f ment to us, that all /caly umverſally is ſtor'd with con:inual ma c2r 


of Sulphur 3 a Burrow of which, as it does any whore, more 0: 
| C 2 Ii 
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I lels, far and wide ſtretch forth its branches ; ſo it extends them un. - 
der the Sca alſo, to adjacent Iſlands, and according to the fingular 
and peculiar temper of mixture, and the virtue of the heat, which 
it has under a different Tra& of Veins, produces various cftects, 
and cauſes marvellous burnings, and Eruptions, at certain times. 

Italy here= We conclude therefore, ſaith Kircher, That /taly, the Nurſe of 

 rofore in Burnings and Combuſtions, as it is all over ſtufled with fubrerrane- 

grear F4'7 ons fires; which burn, in ſome places perpetually, in others by 
*- fits; ſo heretofore it had ſo great increaſes of Sulphur, ſuch a coa- 
cervation and vaſt treaſury of. fires, that if it ſuffered not a total con- 
flagration ; yet at leaſt to have burnt in a very great part, as Beroſus 
witnefles.. Nor is it leſs credible, according to theſe principles, of 
nature, ſtanding, | that even again and again, it ſhall burn wich vaſt 
Conflagrations, till the very final Deſtruction and Conſumarion of 

the whole Utuverſe, 

Under- Laſtly, Thoſe of Ara in Sicily, and Strongylus, Vulcano, 8c, 
ground, of the Lipparita» Iflands ; have no doubt their Submarine and Sub- 
. Commerce terrane Communications with the 1talian, Veſuvian, &c, alſo. The 
- Anda Soyl of Siculy ſprings with often and eternal fires : aud the whole 
lealy, Si- Ifland cavernous, producing Sulphur and Bitumen abundantly ; 
cily,&c whereby cxcceding fertile, of old, and even to this very day. 


A— 
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CHAPF. 3*, £ 
Of the Remarkables of Vulcano's, and their moſt prod;- 
gious Phenomena 5s, bitherto obſerUd, in particular 3 
IVth particular Relations, &c. 


of Afa, Hus all the World over are found Eruptions of Fire by Natures 
and the own kindling, as if ſhe kept Houſe under-gronund, and made 
Eaſtern ſeyeral Hills her ignivomous and evacuating Chimneys. 


- , In Ormmz4o, an Wand of the Perſian Gulph, all things are full 


of fires, whence *tis faid ro haye burnt ſeven whole years continu- 
ally. Ityer belches forth daily, our of the Saline Mountains, which 
it abounds with, globes of flames, whereby the moſt famous Mart 
of the whole Eaſt, is almoſt quite laid waſt. 

In Media, Sufis, at the white Tower, breaks forth with fire, out 
of fiftcen Chymncy-holes, with ſuch a vchement noiſe and. ſound, 


* big as great; Trees, thar it ſeems a-kind of Hell, 


Tomivomous Mountams,. &c, 
that che People round about are perſwaded the Gates of Hell to be 
there. . | 

In Fapon, above other Iſlands, Vilas ſeems to have forg'd a 
number of his Shops and Work-houſes, vomiting forth fire and 
ſmoak, night and day, And asit is ſeventy miles diſtant-from the 
famous City Firandaus ; ſo by night they illnminate the whole Re- 
g10n, like ſo many blazing Torches, to the admiration of Beholders. 

In the Ifland Fava, the Mountain not far from the City Panacura, 
having not burnt for many years z ( for ſome places burn alwayes, 
ſome by fits z ) In the year 1586, raged with ſuch a violent Ernp- 
tion, that ten thouſand perſons are ſaid to have periſhed, in the ſubs 
Jacent fields : and three whole dayes, darting forth mighty ſtones 1n- 
ro the ſaid City, with futnes cauſed ſuch a darkneſs, as hid the Sun, 
and turned day into night. -.- 

The Mountain Pzco tn the-IlNland Timor, of fuch an height, that 
a flamy Spire or Pyramid was ſeen for three hundred miles tn the Sea. 
This in the year 1638, ha its very foundations ſhaken, by an hor- 
rible Earthquake ; aud was wholly ſwallow'd up, together with the 
Iſland, leaving nothing behind it, but an huge mighty Lake. So the 
Annals of the Jeſuites Society relate, I e | 

The Mountaur Gonnapi; in one of 'the Bandex:Iflands, inthe year 
1586, after concinual burnings of ſeventcen years, at length burtt 
alunder, ſen forth ſuch a quantity of ſtones,:cnders,. aſhes, and 


ſulphureous-Bituminous Pumice-ſtones, that the Sea almoſt cover'd 


therewith, all ſeem'd to burn, with the deftruction;of - all Fiſh, and 
living Creatures. A ES$622 £2 Ci 713930 3 77 | ' 

In the Ifland Ternat,. one of the eMalacea's, there: 15;an high 
and ſteep Mountain climbing up into the Clouds;:-whoſe lower yarts 
are beſet with thick Woods and Forreſts, and upper parts peel'd and 
made bare with continual burnings. /' On the very: top.at hath, s.Cxp 
or deep Mouth, with avaſt gaping ,wade round :inta many circles, from 
greater to leſſer, like an: Amphuheaer, -or ſtage, 0908 below another. 
This; at the time of the Aquinochals;; chiefly by.the blaſt of- the 
Northern -winds, raging: with :\moak and Hames, :reduces all the 
neighbour iplaces round abour, overwheln'd with afhes aud-cinders, 
into deſolation. *:: CES 

The eMazricas Iſlands ſeem-wholly- to burn, whence frequent 
Earthquakes z/and caſts forth out:of Caverns, and the very top of 
the Mountain Thola, ſuch quantity of flames, aſhes, and ſtones, as 


-- The 
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of Africa, The Atlantich Sea, weſt of Africa, ſo abounds with ſubterrane- 

Go. ous Fires, that Plato's Land, call'd Atlantrs, ſeems to have periſh'd 
from no other cauſe, but as ſwallow'd: up with the fiercenelſs of theſe 
Fires; and the frequency of Earthquakes following thereupon. And 
to this very day certain Tracts of Scas are abundantly infeſted with 
flames and fires, iſſuing out of their ſtorc-houſes ; whoſe rage both 
Colambas and Veſpuccins, to their great hazard, try'd. 

Neer Heſperins, a Mountain in Erbiopta, the ficlds in the night 
all glitter with Light. As allo a certain piece of ground does the 
like in Babyloma; and ſome places 1n Iraly were noted beiore, for 
ſome ſuch like thing. 

Pliny, after reckoning up of the moſt notorwus, concludes wich 
the burning 'of the high and vaſt Mountain T heonochema, or Chariot 
of the Godds, m Africa, as the moſt famous example of this kind 
above all others ; at leaſt in thoſe dayes. - And ends, ſaying, 1» ſo 
many places, with ſo many fires, does Univerſal Nature burn and 
roaft the Earth. And'this great Naturaliſt, who periſh'd, in pry- 
ing too curiouſly into theſe dangerous proGiges of Nature, con(ider- 
ing bow full fraught.the World is with this Element, and how pro- 
pagative it is of ic-ſelf, ſayes,'Ic 1s the greateſt Miracle that an u- 
' niverſal Conflagration of the World has not happen'd already ,Tru- 
ly it exceeds all Miracles, that there has been any day, wherein all 
things bave not burut. Thaſe be his words. | 

of Ameri. Some of the Vulcano's in the Andes, in the Kingdom of Chile, 

Ca, (7c. Were fo big-belly'd, as it were, with fires, that in the year 1645, 
they brought forth ſo great Calamities, to that Kingdom ; that no 
Pen is able to expreſs, whole Cities every where being both ſwal- 
low'd up; and overturn'd. | 

The City Paraquipa, ninety Leagues diſtant from Lima, has a 
neighbouring Vulcanian Mountain, continually darting forth fires, 
in ſo much that the People are ſorely afraid, leſt fomerime it ſhould 
burſt aſunler; and deſtroy thewhole Conutrey. 

The Vulcano's of Guatimalla, are more terrible. In the year, 

* x56, almoſt altthe City of Guatimalla, fell with an Earthquake. 
This Vulcano had then, for {ix months.together, day and night, caſt 
fromthe top, and vomited, as it-were, great flouds of Fire. As is 
alſo obſerveable of the Vulcano of Quite, which .caſt ſuch aboun- 
dance of aſhes, that in many Leagues compals thereabouts, it dark- 
ned the light of day. | 

In Nicaragua, in North America, thirty five Leagues from the 
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Ipnivemous Mountains, &c. 


Ciry Leon, an high Mountain vomits forth flames in ſuch abun- "a 


dance, as to be ſeen for ten miles diſtance, and more. :And another 
not far from Aquapulces of the ſame fierceneſs, | 

Of theſe Vulcano's, ſome vomit our of their mouths ſmoke and 
aſhes, or both ; ſome fires, and there are ſome which never caſt, 
either {moke, flames, or aſhes; but in the bottom are ſeen to burn 
with a quick fire never dying. This umpos'd upon a greedy Prieſt, 
and made him think it was nothing elle, bog heaps of Gold, melted 
in the fire, which he thought to have fetch'd up by letting down an Iron 
Kettle with Chains ; But his device was not fire-proof, his Kettle 
and Chain melting ſo ſoon as they approach'd neer the bottom. 

But the greateſt wonder of all is that ſome of theſe Vuleano's have 
for ſome hundreds, nay for ſome thouſands of years, caſt out continu 
ally ſmoke, fire, and aſhes. 


For the European, to begin with the more Northern. And here of Eu- 


C5 


firſt, who knows-not the. notorious Mountain Heecla, ( and allo rope, vc. 


Hegla. and of the Holy Croſs) in Izland, by the Relation of all Geg- 
graphers, moſt remarkable, for mighty burnings. Mountains ſo ter- 
rible for Thunder, flamings out of fire, caſting abroad ſtones, aſhes, 
ſtink, and ſmoke z. that the more fancitul conceit, that Hell is begun. 
there aforchand : which were more plauſible, if the Apparitions that 
are ſeen there, were as true, as they are ſaid to be frequent. And 
which ſeems a Miracle of Nature. its higheſt Top or Pike, # white, 
with perpetual Snow; and its Roots and ſides blazing with unquenchable 
burnings. And the multitude of hidden Gulphs and Whirl-pits ſuffer 
none to come neer, for many furlongs. And by the Eructuation of 
ſtones, and aſhes, reduces all the circumyacent Plain into-barrenneſs; 
together with a formidable noiſe, and crackling. Which while the 
Inhabitants hear,they ſuperſtitiouſly believe, rhe Souls of the wicked, 
to be tormented there, with a miſerable howling. 
Andeven in Groen/agd, perpetually frozen with extreameſt cold, 
next to the very Norch Pole, there is an huge Vulcanian Mountain, 
at whoſe Roots, is a Monaſtery of the Order of Preachers, call'd' St. 


The Won. 
ders of St. 


Thomas's, buflt of Tophas-ſtone, from the caſting our of the Moun- Thien 

tains. Concerning which, Bartholomew Zenet, a Venetian, a dili- Memaſtery 
gent Inſpector aud ſearcher into theſe things, I know not by what ac- in Groen- 
cident .caſt on theſe Coaſts, relates many wonderful things. Here, land, gyc« 


fayes he, #& ſeen St, Thomas's Monaſt:ry of rhe Dominicans, Aud 
not far diſtant an Ignivomons Mountain ; atthe foot whereof, a fiery 
Fountain breaks forth; With the Water of this Fountain, derived by 


Pipes, 


The 'Vulcano's: Or, 
Pipes, not only all the Cells of the: Moncks are made bot, like Stoves; 
bnt alſo therr Meat treſfed; yea, and their very Bread bak.d. The 

Mountain vomits forth the Tophaz or Pamice-ſtone, which the whole 

AMonaftery ts built of. For thoſe Tophasz's ſoakgd through with that 

hot Water, aye cemented together, as ut were, with clammy Bitumen, 

Here art til[o mot 'pleaſant-Gardens, watered with boyling Water, in' 

which are Flowers' and Frnits of all kinds. - And this Water, when 

it hath run through the Gardens, falls into a neighbour Gulph, or 
Port ;, whereby.it happens, that it never # frozen ; and therefore the 
F iſh, and innumtrable Birds and Fowl frequent theres wherewith the 
Inhabutants live tn full plenty. © Sorhet writes, who faw and diſcover-, 
el the Coaſt] the King of Danes chief Admiral, Nicholas Zenet, a 
Venetian, | 

Now ic is moſt likely that the Vulcan's of 1z!and, and Groenland, 
have communication together, by hidden Burrows and Channels z 
and are peopernal'y imploy'd by ſecret Aſtuaries, co allay the vehe- 
mency of tlie Cold, and abundance of Ice; Whence alſo is drawn 
the Reaſon, why in ſome Northern Iſlands, and the Shores of Nor= 
way, Finmark,, Biarmia,. Lapland, 1n one part the Sea is caſtty 
frozen with Ice 3 in another part, not at all, by no force of cold, or 


ſnows. Alſo in ſome'ſhores moſt abundant Paſtures, together with - 


Trees, and moſt fruitful fields are found : Inothers, ns in Nowa 
Zemblia, neither Graſs, nor Trees, nor any thing proficable for the 
nutriment of Man; to be met with. 

There was alſo ſome Vulcanian Hill, Crater, or Pit, which burnt 
for ſixteen years in Scotland, and conſum'd a large quantity of 
ground. Even as now ſome Coal-Mines about Newcaſtle are ſaid to 
have continued burning for ſeveral years of late, and 'cis likely do 
ſo-ſtill. 

In Germany, was violent Eruptions formerly. Who in theſe latter 
Ages,hath cvcr heard, or read of ſuch a Fire, ifluing our of the Earth, 
as Tacitus deſcribes? which burnt a whole Territory; againſt which 
Water was unavaileablez which could never be extinguiſh'd, but 
with Stones, Cloaths, Linnen, and Wollen, and other dry Materials 
caſt thereon. Tacitus words run thus. 

The City of the [»honransin Germany, confederate with us (faith 
he) was afflicted with aſudden diſaſter, For fires iſluing out of the 
Earch, burned Towns, Fields, Villages every where , and ſpread 
evento the Walls of a'Colony newly built z and could not be excin. 
guiſhed, nexther by Rain, nor River-water, nor any other liquor 
| | that 


| 
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that could be employed, until for want of remedy, and anger of ſuch 


a diſtraction, certain Peaſants caſt Rones afar off into it ;- then the 
flame ſomewhat ſlacking, drawing near, they put ic out with blows 
of Clubs and otherwiſe, as if 1t had been a wild beaſt. Laſt of all, 
they threw in cloaths from their backs , which the more worn, 
and fouler, the better they quenched the fires. We have omitted the 
high Mountains in Lapland alſo, which Olaws relates, belch forth hi- 
deous flames, like e/Etna's. 

In Greece the Mountain Nympbew flings out fire allo, and pitchy 
bituminous matter z the fury whereof is enkindled by rain and wa- 
ter : Asalfo the fire of thoſe Ignivomous Mountains of Lycia, and 
Pomphylia, in Aſia minor, (not mentioned before ) viz, The mon- 
{trous Mountain Chimera heretofore famous for often belching forth 


Fires, Ir's Fire is the more inkindled with Water, bur quenched, 


with Earth, or Hay, Asalfo the Hephaſtian Mountains, near (hi 
mera; whoſe Earth, touched with a lighted Torchor Brand, ſud. 
denly takes fire; fo that the ſtones burn in the very waters, and the 
fire is fed and nouriſhed by Rains,aud Waters. Andif with a kind. 
led, or burning brand,furrows be made 1n the Earth; Streams or Ri- 
vers, as it were, of Fire, will run along after : As Pliny writes. 

In the Mediterranean, inthe Archipelago, the Iſland Santoriy, has 
had formidable Fires and Earthquakes, as in the year 1650, from 
the relation of Fa.Fr. Riecard of the Jeſuits ſociety, who was pre- 
ſent, and an eye witneſs ; and with his own mouth related the whole 
event, to Kircber, at Rome, afterwards z and by the following Teſti. 
mony, would have it known to poſterity. 


The Relation of Fa.Fr.Riccard, concerning Subterraneous 
Fires, which brake forth from the bottom of the Sea, in 
- the year 1650, near the Iſland Santorin, mn the Archi- 


pelago. 


& A Lthough ſome reprove Pliny of yes, in that he relates certain 
by ſtapendous things, aboye humane coy, yet daily ex. 
& perience teaches us, that in many things he ſpake true ; chiefly 
& 1n the Hiſtory of many Iſlands, which in fucceition af time aroſe 
& 2nd ſtarted up from the bottom of the Sea; and amongſt others 
& Thera, in. the 135. Olympiad, (which was about the year of the 
& world 3200.) It was allo call'd CG aud Phylothera ; Bur now 
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—  Satorin, from St. Irene, the famous Virgin and Martyr, wor 


_ 


&« ſhipped there. For Baron himſelf, in his Eccleſiaſtick Annals of 
« the year 726. ſeems to give credit to P/ixy. For thus he ſpeaks. A. 
&« yapor was ſeen to bubble forth our of a Chimny of Fire, between 
& the Iſtands T hera and Theraſia, (or Santorin) from the very bot- 
<< tom of the Sea, for ſome dayes z whereby the burning of the fiery 
& hear, by little and little being condenſed, and dilated or ſpread, 
jr all ſhewed like a fiery flaming ſmoak, Moreover, with the 
<« yaſtneſs of its earthy ſubſtance, 1t conveyed hugeous Rocky-Pu- 
&« mice-ſtones, aud certain great heaps, through all Aſfa,and Lesbos, 
© ind Abydus, and the Marctime Coalts of Macedonia; fo that the 
&« whole ſurface of the Sea was filled with theſe Pumices. But in the 
& middle of fo great a Fire, there was an Ifland made, from the 
< heaping and congeſtion of Earth together, and joyn'd to the 
« T{land called the Sacred,which never exiſted before. The like we 
© underſtood happened in the year 1457, from certain Verſes in- 
&« oraved on Marble, for the perpetual Memory of the thing : which 
© car the Gate of the Caſtle Scary of the ſaid Iſland; run to this 
« purpole. 

Magnanimons Francis, the Heroes undoubted Off-ſpring, 
T hos ſee with thine eyes,what Calamities & Wonders; 
By joyming five times eleven unto two ; 

on the ſeventh of the Calends of December, 

With avaſt murmur, vaſt Teraſia groan'd, 

And pluck'd aſſunder mighty Camena's ſtones ; 
F rom the Sea's bottom, an huge Rock appears, 

A Monſter great, and mot Memorable for ever. 


Viz. 1547. 


« Further it appears, that there was another Iſtand next to this, 
©« form'd in the year 1570. not without great Terror of thoſe of 

<* Santorin. Sith the Burning laſted for a year, as ſome ancient folk, 

-<© who faw it with their Eyes, do yet teſtifie. Bur in the middleof 
<« this ſmaller Ikod,whichis now called Little Camera, to this very 

* day 1s beheld an huge and profound ditch, which being narrow 

towards the bottom,by lictle and little inlarges it ſelf round, like a 

«© funnel; out of which, as out of a Chimney, burſted forth thoſe 

<« mighty Stones and Rocks, which co-mixed with the Cinders and 

« Aſhes, builr that Bulk or heap, appearing aloft. 

< But that thoſe Subterraneous Fires, which are fed with plenty, 

« of Bitumen and Sulphur, and. ſometimes break torth with greateſt 
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& yiolence,are never extinct, is evident, from moſt hot Waters, which 
cc are found at the Sea-ſhoar, 1n the furtheſt South part of the Iiland, 

&« and which the Inhabitants uſe, as the moſt healdhfulleRt Baths, to 

< expel diſeaſes ſprung from Cold. 

c« Bur if ever thoſe Fires, pent up in the bowels of the Earth, ex- 

< erciſed their force, it was moſt of all then,when in the year 1650 

& on the 24th of September, even to the ninth of Offober, they ſhook 

& that Iſland with ſo mighty and fo frequent Earthquakes z that 

ce the people, wiz. of Santorin, fearing nothing but immediate ruin, 

£©were on their knees night and day before the Altars, But it can- 

& not be ſpoke nor exprelied what a fear invaded all ; when choſe 

« yiRorious flames,breaking open all obſtacles, trove to make chem< 

c« ſelves a way through the midit of the Waters of the Ocean, about 

« four miles trom Santorin Eaſtward : For that forſooth the Sea, 

c ſwell 'd thirty cubits upwards, ſuddenly ; and extending it ſelf wide, 

&« through the Nerghbouring Lands, overturn'd every thing it met in 

« its way; In ſo much thawthe very Port of Candy. which Jet #s 8© 

« miles diſtant, it broke 11 pieces, with its ſudden aſſault, and impetu- 

c« ouſneſs, both the Gallies and Ships. Bur the Air,inte&ed with thoſe 
&« j]1-ſinclling and Sulphureous vapours, began tobe darkened, and 
<« put on innumerable torms and appearances. -Hence brandiſfiing 
« of fiery Lances and flammivomous Swords ; thence darting forth 
© bright and glittering Arrows. Here, as it were, terrible Serpents 
« and Dragons flying; and there hidcous Thander-claps, Lighten- 
© jngs, and Thunder-bolts, were ſtirred up. 

& And yet we could ſcarce ſec : for the eyes of all beholders were 
&« ſo hurt, with thoſe ſharp pricking and Sulphureonus Smoaks and 
<« Vapours, that almoſt all became blind tor chree dayes; fo as not 
e« only to ſee nothing , but were alſo ſeiz'd with ſo great and ſo 
cc orieyous a pain, that they wept continually, and bewail'd their 
& moſt miſcrable lor. But when they return'd to their free eyeligit, 
© they ſaw all their Silver and Golden, both Veſſels and Garments, 
& and all Pictures, drawn over with a yellow colour. And ſnch 
& agrcat multitude of Pumice-ſtones that fiery Gulph vomut:ed 
« forth, that it covered the whole ſurface of the Sea, fo that ſcarce 
© any one could paſs in a Veſlel. Ir is moſt certain, that they were 
© convey'd even to Smyrna, and Conſtantznople z and all Shoars and 
« Coaſts filled therewith, Now the force of ch's burning was greateſt 
<« rhe two firſt months : Foraſmuch as the Neighbour-Sea ſeem*d 
<« cyen to bubble like a boyling Por; And night aud day huze 
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& Globes and flakes of Flames, and' moſt thick heaps of furled' pit- 


« chy Smoak mounted up. 

« Which if at any time, by an adverſe wind, were carried to the 
& next places, brought, beſides a moſt grievous ſtink, deſtruction 
« borh to Birds, Beaſts, yea and to very Men themſelves, As it hap- 
&« pened the ninth of Offeber, and fourth of November, that fity 
< Husbandmen choak'd with the ſmoak and ſtench, moſt miſerably 
« perith'd ; beſides an innumerable multitude of Birds, Sheep,Oxen 
& and Aſſes. The ſame happencd to nine Mariners, who patling by 
& j11ght that way, in their Veſſel, after three dayes, were found all 
& half burnr, and were burycd in the Ifland Nyo,fixty miles diſtanc 
« trom Sant orime- 

But the other tour Months, although that Helliſh Hearth or Fur- 
nace, remitted: much of its vigor and fierce heat, and could ſcarce lifc 
it ſelf above the waves : yet nevertheleſs it ſcem'd both to caſt out 
Pumice-ſtones, and even to labour and ſtrive towards the forma. 
tion of a New Ifland : which alchouglit does nor yet appear above 
Water, yet iu a calm Sea, a ſhallow Ford is obſerv'd, which the 
Water ſwims over, ſcarce cight cubits high. Burt now if it be ask'd, 
Whether yet theſe Fircs are quite allayed ? *Tis anſwered, Thar 
they ſeem ſomerimes to revive : Sith 'ris diligently obſerv'd,that the 
Sca boyls and rages there very often, and ſends « byor with the 
waves; And eſpecially this year 1656, the 11th 
three dayes following. 

Even the Geographick Dictionaries alſo record, that both: this 
Santorine, and the other lictle Ifland-by, to have aroſe out of the Sea 
of late years; the one an hundred years fince, and the other fifty. 
And that the Sea is exceeding deep thereabouts ; and huge and fear- 
fi1l Noiſes to be there heard, 

Italy, Sicily, together with the neighbouring Iflands of the Medi- 
terranean, correſponding: with them, &c, are moſt notorious 3 Bur 
of chem, and their Remarkables, and particular Relations by them- 
ſelves, in the next Chapter. 

In the Aclantick Ocean, Weſtward ; the Azores or Tercera's, 
can ſcarce be inhabited for the vehemency of Fires, and Earthquakes 
together therewith 3 Which about twenty years fince, ſo ſhook the 
univerſal Iſland of St. eAMichael, and made fo great ravagings,that 
it almoſt wholly ſunk in an Abyſle or bottomlefs Gulph: 

&« Foron Jane the 26th, in the year 1638, formidable Earth- 
6 quakes began to make the univerſal Iſland ſhake and quake, for 


y of Fune, and. 
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& the ſpace of eight dayes ; fo that the Cities, Towns and Caſtles 
e being deſerted, Men were forc'd to: dwell in the open Fields ; 
"© chiefly thoſe of Yargen, where the Earthquakes raged more. dan- 
& scrouſly than in other places. After which Earthquakes, ſucceeded 
” the following Prodigy. Six miles diſtant from:the Pick (commonly 
& called thePick of Camerine) is a place called Ferreira,where Fiſher- 
© men with their Boats were wot to fiſh, eſpecially in the Sum- 
&© mer-time, For there in a dayes time, they caught ſuch a multi- 
< tude of Fiſh of all kinds, as no Boat returned laden with leſs than 
&« ten thouſand Fiſh. In this tract therefore-of the Ocean, on Satur- 
© day in the month of Faly, in the year 1638, Fire broke forth wich 
& ſuch-an unexpreſſible violence, notwithſtanding che depth of the 
&« ſaid place of the Ocean, found often heretofore by the Fiſhers to 
&© be.aut 120 foot deep z that indeed the very Ocean would not ſut- 
& fice to-extinguiſh ſo- great a burning. The ſpace which the boyl- 
© ing fire took up, was as great as would ſerve for the ſowing of two 
© Buthels of Wheat 3 breaking forth with ſo great. violence, that 
& notwithſtanding the ſaid profundity of the Ocean, it reach'd as 
& high as the Clouds ; being elevated into the ſupream Region of the 
&« Air; carrying with it the very Water, Sand, Earth, Stones, and 
<« other.mighty heaps, juſt like Featherbeds flying up-into the Air.. 
* Which afar off appear'd a fad ſpeRtacle to Beholdets 3. But the 
{© melted matter returning down 1nto the Sea again, reſembled a 
&« kind of Pulcis cr Frumenty. Moreover, it is to be aſcribed to. the 
© benignity of the Divine Providence, that at that time the Wind 
&« was terreſtrial, ruſhing forth fromthe parts of the land, agaiult 
c« the rage of the outragious Fire ;. without which, the whole Ifland 
& had without doubt been burnt, and periſhed with this formidable 
« combuſtion. Then preſently after it caſt forth ſtones 0: ſuch vaſt 
&{ begneſs, of the height of three Lances, or piked Staves z that you 
& would ſay, not Stones, but entire Mountains were caſt out. 'And 
& this was added to the horror;z That the ſtony Monncains which 
« were caſt forth-on high,falling back again, and meeting and dath- 
cc ing againſt others, thrown out aloft, at a good diſtance, out of 
<« the bowels of the Sea, broke into a thouſand pieces with a terrible 
cf noiſe aud ratling 3 which afterwards being took up 1nto your 
« hands, mouldred-into a black Sand. 
&« Morcover, orit.of the various and vaſt multicnde of rejected Oi- 
c« falls, and the colleCtion aad: heaping togecher of innumerable 
& ſtones, a new land aro, and that even wu the midlt of. the we 
4 gen. 
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———— << deep Ocean, In the beginning indeed, little, of five Acres only ; 
« hut daily encreaſing, grew to ſuch a bigneſs, that four dayes atrer | 
& it took up the length of five miles. And ſo great a multitude of Ir 
&« F.ſh periſhed with this burning, as ſcarce eghr Ships of Indian of 
<« Bnrden conld contain ; which being diſperſed far and wide, up be 
&« and down the Iſland, leſt they ſhould cauſe ſome Contagion by WK 
« their putritation, they were colle&ted togecher by the Inhabi- F 
& rants all about, and buricd in moſt deep-dugg ditches for eighteen 6 
& miles round about. But the ſcent of Sulphur was ſmelt tor the 
« ſpace of twenty four miles. Thus. from the Relation of the Fa- 
thers of the Society. bl 
Theſe viſible inſtances of particular Burnings of the Earth, arc 
notable preſumptions, that there are laid in the hidden Mines of 
Providence, Cach a proviſion of combuſtible marter, as will ſerve for 
an Univerſal Conflagration of the Earth, when the day of Venge- 
ance {hall make uſe of theſe Treafuries of Wrath. 
We might add further Arguments of Subterraneous Fires, and 
the Fewel thereof; from Earthquakes,and hot Fountains ; Of which 2 
there are ſome in Pers, as Acoſta reports, that arc ſo hot, that a Man | 
cannot endure his hand fo long, as the repeating of an Ave-Marie. 
There be infinite numbers of theſe in the Province of Charchas. He 
makes mention alſo, in the ſame place, of ſeveral Springs and Foun- 
tains that run with Pitch and Rofin, Which yer ſeems nothing ſo: | | 
ſtrange, as thoſe Baths Fallopru ſpeaks of, in the Territories of Par- \ 
ma, whoſe Water catches Fire at a diſtance ; But theſe are ſome- h 
ching from our preſent deſign, and therefore pals them by. h | 


CHAP. V; 


Of the Remarkables of the Italian Vulcano's, and their 
prodigious Eruptions in particular 3 with particular 
' Relations, | 


Ow Italy of all Lands, eſpecially Continents, has been moſt no- | 

H rorious for Vulcanian Eruptions and Combuſtions,has already | 
been obſerved. Tt remains therefore,now only to take notice of the 
moſt remarkable 3; which are thoſe about: Purzol, - with the Phle- 
grean Plain, now called Sulfataraz and the Veſuvianz All within 
the Kingdom of Naples, (which has near communication aud com- 
| as 


bs, 


Iontvomons Mountains, &c. T 
merce with the /E£rnean in Sicily) namely in Terra ds; Lavoro my 


& which Land was anciently called Campania Felix, from the won- 
or? derful ferciliry thereof, So exceeding fruitful in Wines and Whear, 
bes that it is called by Florwythe Land of Strife berween Bachu 8 Ceres, 

: and deſervedly : For in this noble Region, one may fee large and 
KA beautiful Fields, overſhaded with rich Vines, thick and delightful 
44 Woods, ſweet Fountains, and moſt wholſom Springs: of running 
_ Waters, as well for health, as delight and pleaſure ;' and in a word 
a whatſoever a coverous mind can potſibly aimat, or a carnal covet. 


And yet all this Campania, as betore was ſhew'd, 1s, or has been, 
on obnox1ous to Fires ; and abounds with ſulphureous and combuſti- 
ble Earth and Materials 3 which no doubt tend to its frudtification, 
To begin with the Phlegrzan fields. Concerning which, 


O , Hear firſt, what Mr. Saydys, in his Travels, ſayes. 

FF Vulcan's Court deſcribed. 

- The Court of YVulcay, call'd the Phtegrzan ficlds heretofore ; for 
| that Herc#les here overthrew the Gyants, for their inhumanicy and 
A infolencies ; aſſiſted with Lightning from Heaven : 

* Th' Earth with imboyell'd Flames, yet fuming glows ; 

1- F . .* I — . a 

«6 [And Water, mth Fir Snlphur nut, upthrons. 


Whereupon grew the Fable of their warring with the Godds. B 
hear we Petronim deſcribing it : 


A place deep ſunk 1n yawning Cliffs, "twint great 
Dicharchea and Parthenope, repleat 
With black. Cocytus waves : For Winds that ſtrain 

p To ruſh forth there, a deadly heat contain. 

Th' Earth fruits in Autumn bears not, nor glad Field 
Once puts 0n Green ; or ſprouting branches yield 

| Their. Vernal Songs, © But Chaos and ragg'd Stone, 
Smircht with Hack Pumice, there rejojce, o'regrown 

| With mournful Cypreſs. Dis his head here raiſes, 
Cover'd with Aſhes pale, and Funeral blazes. 


A raked Level ic js, in form of an Oval, twelve hundred forty and 
fix footlong, a thouſand broad;and mviroucd with high clific _ 
at 
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P— that fume on each fide, and have their Sulphurous favour tranſport- 


ed by the Winds, to places far diſtant. You would think, and 
no doubt think truly, that the hungry Fire had made this Valley 
with continual hedine - which breaks out-in a number of places. 
And ſtrange it ſeemeth to a ſtranger, - that men dare walk up and 
down with ſo great a ſecurity : The Farth as hot, as ſufferable,being 


hollow underneath ; where the Fire and Water make a horrible 


rumbling, conjoyning together, as if one were fuel to the other : 
here and there bubling up, as if in a Caldron over a Fornace ; And 
ſprouting aloft into the Air, at ſuch time as the Sea 1s inraged with 
rempeſts, In ſome- places; of the colour of Water, which is ming- 
led with Soot; in others, as if with Lime, according 'to the com- 
plexion of the ſeveral Minerals. The flames do many times ſhift 
places, abandoning the old,and making new Erupcions, (the mouths 
of the vents invironed with yellow cinders ) ariſing with fo ſtrong 
a vapour, that Stones thrown in, are forthwith ejected, Yer for 
all theſe terrors, it 15 hourly trod upon both by men and horſes : 
and reſorted unto'by the diſeaſed! in' May, June and July, who re- 
ceive the fume attheir mouths, cars, noſtrils, and ſuch other parts of 
thcir bodies, as are ill affeRted 3 which heatech, but hurteth not : 
that being only ſovereign that mo from Brimſtone : Ir mol. 
lifieth the Gnews, ſharpiicth, the fight,! aſlwageth the pains of the 
head and ſtomach, makes the barren pregaant,_ cures. violet fea- 


vers, itches, ulcers, &c, From Fannary to Oftober, the Husband- | 


men hereabout do ſtir their Glebe at ſuch time as much ſmoak doth 
ariſe, and that they know that it proceerern from Sulphur: which 
doth add to the ſoyl a marvelous fertiliry, From hence they exat 
yearly threethouſand pounds weight. Another kind'of Sulphur is 
gotren here, not taken trom.the -F;rez but found in the Earth : of 
eſpecial uſe for the dying of Hair, and familiarly experimented by 
Women. White Salr-Armonack 1s here found alſo. At the foo: 
of this Mountain that regardech the Eaſt, are Minerals of Allome, 
and the beſt of the World. In thetop. of the. Mountain. are certain 
little veins of a white.matter like) Salr 3 much uſed by Skinners : 
whereof a Water is made, that: forthwith putteth out all characters 
that are written iri Paper. The flower of Braſs is here found ever 

where, excellent, and' tranſparent; with white and red Niter. This 
place is ſaid by the Roman Catholicks to be diſquicted with Devils : 
and that the fire underneath, $2 pate of Purgatory, where depaxted 


' ſouls have a temporal. puniſkmeut. ,, The Fryers thar dwell hard 
: : by 


Iontvomous Mountains, (5c, | 25 - | 
by in the Monaſtery of Saint Fanuary, report that they often do "— 
hear fearful ſhreeks and groanings. They tell alſo a late ſtory of a ; 
certain youth of Apsira, a Student in Naples; who deſperate in his 
fortunes, adviſed with the Devil, and was perſwaded by him to 
make him a Deed of Gift of himſelf, and co write it in his own 
Blood ; in doing whereof he ſhould in ſhort time recover his loſſes, 
Believing the Deluder, according to appointment he came unto this 
place,with that execrable Writing : when at{righted with the mul- 
| ticndes of Devils that appear'd unto him, he fled to the aforeſaid 
| Monaſtery, and aquainted the Przor with all that happened, He 
| communicated it to the Biſhop, (now or late living) who informed 
the Pope thereof: by whoſe command he was caſt into Priſon, and 
after coudemned to the Gallies. Poffible it 1s that this may be truc; 
| but Damianu the reporter of thar which followeth, ( though a 
Cardinal) might have had the Whetſtone, if he had not alledged 
| his Author : who telleth of a wamber of hideous Birds, which ac- 
cuſtomed to ariſe from hence on a ſudden in the evening of the Sab- 
: bath; And to be ſeen until che dawning of the day, ſtalking on the 
tops of the hills, ſtretching out their wings, aud pruning their fea- 
: thers ; never obſerv'd to feed, nor to be taken by the art of the Fow- 
ler :' when upon the croaking of the Raven that chaſed them, they 
threw themſelves into theſe filthy waters: Said to be damned ſouls, 
| tormented all the week long, aud ſuffered to refrelh rhemſelves on 
the Sabbath, in honour of our Saviour's Reſurre&tion. This he re- 
ports from the mouth of the Archbiſhop Kmberrus. Bur if this be 
Hell, what a deſperate end made that unhappy German, who nor 
long fince ſlipt into theſe Fornaces? or what had his poor Horſe com- 
mitred that fell in with him,that he ſhould be damned ; at leaſt re- 
tained in Purgatory ? The matter that doth nouriſh theſe Subcter- 
ranean Fires, 1s Sulphure and Bitumen, But there it is fed by che 
latter, where the flame doth mix with the water, which is not by 
water to be extinguiſhed : approved by che compoſition of choſe /g- 
nes Admirabiles, or Admirable Went CAZTES. 
| Nigh hereunto arc the ruines of a magnificent Amphicheater, en- 
| vironing in an Oval, a Court, an hundred threeſcore and twelve 
( | fect long, and fourſcore and eight over : thrown down by an Earth- 
quake not many ages fince z which here happen not ſeldom, by the 
- | violence of enflamed and ſapprefied vapours. Dedicated it was to 

| Vulcan; and not without cauſe, he ſeeming un theſe parts. to have 
ſach a Sovereignty. A latcer _ and account we have of thete 
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— Phins by Kercher, which we will give you allo ; and is as'followg; 


A Deſcription of the Phlegrzan Plain, tn the Fields of 
Putzol, or Puteoli, near Naples, by Athanal, Kir- 
cher, his own Obſervation, An, 1638. 


In the Year 1638. paſſing by Naples, T could not let flip the op- 
portunity of inquiring aud looking into theſe ſulphureous Plains, fo 
much a in all Ages : Which the Anrients called the Phle. 
grean Plains. Having therefore got through a ſubterrancous paſſage, 
which they commonly call the q rotte (which we have elſewhere de- 
ſcrib'd) Arched, and made hollow, or vaulted between the Moun. 
tain Pauſilippm ; not far from Putzol, between the Jaws of the 
Mountains, a Plain ſtretched forth far and wide, preſents it ſelf to 


view. A Plain altogether formidable and full of horror z in lengeh 


they ſay x200 foot, in breadth a 2000. Plixy writes, that they 
were called the Phlegrees Plains, from their flames and burning z 


| (torſo the word fignifies.) But Cornel, Strabo calls it, Vulcan's open 


Markgt-place ( publick Theater or Court.) For in manner of a huge 
Theater, as it were, it ſends forth perpetual fires 3 and begets much 
Sulpbur aud combuſtible and inflamable matter, and theretore called 
Snlfatara. A place wherealfo ſome tablethe Giants to have-been 0- 
vercome by Hercules. Little Hills are beheld there to burn and 
flame 1n che very bottom for they alwayes exhale forth great ſmokes 
every where, with a fulphureous ſtench through many holes,which 
are carried by the Winds through. all the neighbouring Regions,even 
unto Naples alſo. This whole Plain is ſurrounded with Hills, or 
high 8& ſteep Rocks 3 whereof the top or Pick, once very high,being 
at length devoured by perpetual fires, is concluded from the very 
form of the place, to have hk intoa moſt profound Vale. There 
'fore that whuch was once the top, 15 now a deep ditch, or hole, ina 
lain Vale. And what were the coaſts or fides of the Monntain 
Ct, arenow the tops of Clifts and Rocks. And theſe, here- 
totore indeed, as Dion Caſſius witneſſeth, vomited forth fires and 
flames in greater quantity. The neighbour Mountains alſo did con- 
tinually burn, and caſt forth thick fumes and fiery Waters, as it 
were, out of Furnaces. But now the very Plains, no otherwiſe thea 
the Phlegreen Hills, being exhauſted mich perpetual flames, are cas 
yernous, with an infinite number of holes, and are every where 


jo 
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Fellowiſh with a ſulphurcous matter and colour. The foil alſo, = 
when it is touch'd by ſuch as walk thereupon, ſounds and rattles - 

like a Drum, as it were, by reaſon of the concavities z and you may 

feel, as it were,not without aſtoniſhment, boyling waters under your 

feet, and thick and fired fumes, to hiſs and flow hither aud thither, 

with a great crackling noiſe, through Pipes and Subterraneous Ca- 

verns, made by the force of the hot Exhaſations. VVhich force, 

how great it is, you may try,by ſtopping any hole, with a heavy ſtone, 

or ſo; for then you ſhall ſee the violent force of the ſmoke preſently 

to belch it forth again, 

Yer an huge Laky-ditch in the fame Plain did wonderfully affect An horri- 
me: For 1t is found tull of boyling waters, and ready to fright one — 
with their blackneſs. You would fay,it was a Kettle or Caldron boy- po. P =—_ 
ling with Pitch and Rofin, VVhich forthwith changes place 3 and 
the waters growing hard on, the brim of the Caldron, is made nar- 
rower or wider, as the force and impetuouſneſs of the Exhalation 1s 
greater or leſſer, Se 
* Thatalfo is wonderful 5 That that ſwallowing Gulph, caſts forth 4 ;yarvet. 
waters on high, eight or ten foot above a mans height, 1n the faſhion lows force 
ofa Pyramid, and thoſe fat and clayie, and almoſt of a ſfulphureous F ii >. 
colour. VVhich even the Inhabitants of Putzol do confels ; who fn 
affirm, that thefe boyling waters are ſhot forth on high, to ſixteengor rers, * 
even twenty four palm height ſometimes. And this eſpecially when 
the Sea rages ; but not ſo likewiſe when it is calm. A moſt clear 
fign certainly, that theſe marvellous effeRts of the exalted liquor, pro. 
reed from no where elſe, but from the Sea : For the Sea being toſſed 
with the ſtorms of winds, whilſt through ſabterrancous paſlages it 
ſollicites, as it were, the Steward or diſpenſer of this melced liquid 
matter ; *tis no wonder, that a Liquor, not knowing how to contain 
at ſelf in 1ts own narrow bounds, ſhould be darted forch on high, 
beyond its limits, conſtituted thereunto by nature. By ſo much in- 
deed the more violently, by how much the impetuous afflux of the 
Sea thruflts it forth with greater violence. Yea, and the divers colour 
of the waters at that timez compounded of the various mixture of the 
Sea-water, with the various mixture of the Mineral Juices ; Name- 
ly, of thoſe waters, which, from the more profound boyling Springs 
of the Farth, the fubterraneons winds, agitated by the ragings of the 
Sea, and growing ſtronger afid ſkronger amidſt the flames, belch- 
forth ; does plainly teach. But che Sea; being {till calm, none of 
theſe things are perceiv'd;* = the waters are only beheld fat, or 
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F— oyly ; and filchy with a black coaly ſoot, together with a certaifi 


effervency or boyling. , 
Whar ſhall I ſay of the Mountains and Rocks, with which this 
Vulcanian Plain is encompaſſed and guarded. There are beheld in 


_ theſe conveyances or paſſages, as it were, of Chimneys, not a few 


breathinz-holes, ſome of which belch forth a perpetual wind, with 
a formidable ſound, and crackling noiſe 3 and with ſuch a force, 
that if you caſt a ſtone thereinto, it being ſtruck back preſently, you 
ſhall receive it caſt forth again with great force. Some dart forth 
ſmoak mixt with flames. You would think your ſelf almoſt in the 
midſt of Hell ; where all things appear horrid, ſad and lamentable, 
with a moſt formidable face of things. Alſo you are almoſt truck 
even breathleſs, with the ſtench of Sulphur, Bitumen, Napthe, and 
other Earths, Clayes, Marles, and Minerals. And yet although the 
lace be ſo horrid ; yer thoſe who labour in making of Sulphur, 
Nicer, Vitriol, &'c. reap much profit thereby. 
Further ; We muſt not omit here Mr. Saxdys's relation of a moſt 
memorable borh Earthquake and Burning, which happened not far 
frem theſe Plains, near unto the City Patzol, in the year 1538. 
with the new-formed Mountain. For the famous Lake Lucrinme, 
near Putzol, extended formerly (it ſeems indeed to haye been joyn'd 
with it on one fide) to the deadly ſulphurcous Lake Avernm, ſup- 
pos'd the entrance into Hell by ignorant Antiquity 5 where they 
offered infernal ſacrifice to Pluto and the Manes, there ſaid to give 
Auſwersz is now no other than a little ſedgy plaſh, choak'd up by 


the horrible and aſtoniſhing eruption of the new Mountain ; where= - 


of as oft as I think, I am eaſfie to credit whatſoever is wonderful. 
For who here knows not, or who elſewhere will believe, that a 
Mountain ſhould ariſe (partly out of a Lake, and partly out of the 
Sea) in one day and a night, unto ſuch an height, as to contend in 
alt tude with the high Mountains adjoyning ? In the year of our 
Lord 1538, on the 29th of September, when for certain dayes fore- 
going, the Country hereabout was ſo vexed with perpecual Earth- 
quakes, as no one houſe was left ſo intire, as not to expect an imme- 
diate ruine 3 Afﬀcer that the Sea had retired two hundred paces from 
the ſhoar (leaving abundance of Fiſh, and Springs of freſh-water ri- 
{ing in the bottom) this Mountain viſibly aſcended about the ſecond 
hour of thenighr, with an hideous roaring,horribly vomiting ſtones, 
and ſuch ſtore of cinders, as overwhelmed all the. buildings here- 
about, and the ſalubrious Baths of Tripergula for ſo many ages ce- 


levrated; 
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Toutvomons Mountaimis; &f) 
lebrated ; conſumed the Vines to Aſhes, killing Birds and Beafts : 
The fearful inhabitants of Purzol flying through the dark with their 
wives and children, naked, defiled, crying out, and dereſiting their 
calamities. Manifold miſchiefs had they {uffercd by. the-Barbarous, 
er none like this which Nature inflicted. , Bur hear we is deſcrib'd 
y Borgius. Pals y 

What gloomy fumes dayes glorious Eye obſcure ? 

The piutchy Lake effus'd through Sulphury Caves, 

Higher than e/Etna's Fire, throws flaming waves : 

Hath Phleg'ton broke into Avern ; with groans 

Whirling the horrid flouds, and rumbling ſtones ? 

T he Baian waves reſound ; freſh fireams aſcend ; 

And ſeveral wayes their ſpeedy currents bend. 

Miſenus lets his Trumpet fall, fcarce heard, 

Sick Prochyta 4 ſecond rune fear d. ; 4 

Loud roarings from Earths ſmoaking- womb ariſe, 

«And fil with fearfal groans the darkned Skies, 

A ſad four face doth menace fromthe Wiſs ;- 

Whence (harper plagues the Latian T owns infe#t, 

Then furious Winds to Skies huge ſtones jet; 

Which, likg 4 Compaſs turn'd about, erett | 

A round Amphutheatral..-. Flauds of Stone, | 

From belching Gulf, in Millions ſtraight. forth thrown. 


Nor can what they then ſuffered be ever forgotten, having ſuch 
a teſtimony ſtill in view as is this ftrange Mountain.z advancing his 
top a mile above his bafis, The tones hereof are ſo lighc and pory,, 
that they will not fink when thrown into the water. The cauſe of 
this accident is aſcribed unto the neighbourhood of the Sea and hol- 
lownels of the foil : whereby eafily engendred exhallations, being 
hurried about with a moſt violent motion, do inflame that dry and 
bicuminous matter z caſting it upward, and making way for their 
fiery expirations. To choſe alſo is the retiring of the Sea to be attri- 
buted : who ftrugling. to break forth, do rarifie and ſo raiſe the 
Earth, ' which thereby alſo as it were made thurſty, ſucks the water 
through crannies into her ſpangy and hot intrails : increaſing the 
vapours,not decreaſing the fire 3 by reaſon of the Birumen, Perhaps 
Delos and Rhodes, unſeen 11 the firſt Ages, were made apparant by 
ſuch means : -however,divers of the Vulcanello's or Liperican Iſlands 
were without peradyenture 3 All of them. having fland, and being 


Fs 


= I BFA Oe=rE* abs v ge en mm—— 
== * as” 2 gre IDE CREE . -— 


re 


mw 


aw f3 The: Fi «lcamio 'r * Org \ 


— ov wibrt in number thin. obſerved by the Ancients. This new - 


Mountain, when 'newly raiſed,, had a number of iffaes, ar ſome- of 
theni ſmoking, and ſomerimes flaming : at others diſgorging rivo- 
ſers 6f-hot: watersz keeping withina texrible'rumbling': and many- 
miſetably periſhed; chat ventured xo deſcend-into the thoHownels a. 
bove. Bur that hollow on the top, is art this preſent an Orchard 5 
And the Mountain thorow-our is bereft of histerrors, 


of Veluyius,,a Pulcanian Mountain, in the Kingdom of 
Naples kgwi/e\now called Monte di Somma. | 


The moſt noted. Vulcan. of the Mountain Veſwwies, is alſo in this 
happy Country of Campaxia, a little furcher remoy'd from Naples ; 
whoſe ragings aud eruptions have. been wonderfully remarkable in 
all Ages : And yet noowirhftgnding all its fires and burnings, its 
Hills are full of Vines awg.-Ohves; and all its Fields'abour, ofwon- 
derful fruitfulneſs ; [fave 'only-the'Top alone, where it hath a great 
Plain bare, and bearing no:manner of fruit'at all. The face of the 
Earth like Cinders or Aſhes,: and old rainated and waſted Rocks ; 
undoubted ſigns of its antient andoften Butnings. '- | 

Veſuvins then is a Monntain'of Tampayia Felix,about eight miles 
from Naples; 'which alſo hath received great-injaries and prejudices 
by its Cinders and violent hurling forth of Stones, flung even to its 
Walls and Edifices. This Mountain (has vaſt Fountains of Fire ; 
And heretofore was on every ſidehigh, before the inward parts were 
conſumed wich'fires. - It ntrersulually ſmoak by day ; but by-night 
flames. -Its manner is to ſend forch'a loud ſound or roaring 'n6iſe, 
aud bellowing firſt ; and then to belch forth' an huge force of Cin- 
ders, with the manifeſt danger of paſſexs by. But if a more vehe- 
ment Wind ply upon it, the Athes or Cinders are rais'd fo high, 
and droye. ſo tar in length, that *tis certain, they have ſometimes 
been carried, as-Procopins teſtifies, even as far as Conſtantinople.it ſelf 
and All at length- fo affrighred, that' they ran'to their” prayers for 
many years, to avert the wrath of God. Thus Cel. Rhodegin.' 

Mr. Sand's Relation runs thus : 

This Mountain hath a double top; that towards the North doth 
end- !t a'plain : the other towards the South aſpireth more high, 
which when hid'in clouds, - prognoſticates' rain: ts the'Neopolitans.' 
bi the top there- is' a large deep: hollow, © without-danger to be de- 
| ſcended 


Ton:vamou ddavht tins, tc: 
ſcended into, in form-of an Amphitheatre ;- in the midſt@#pir which 
leads into the eutrails of the Earth, from whence the Mountain in 
times paſt did breath forth terrible flames ; the mouth whereof is 
almoſt choaked with broken Rocks and Trees that are fatter therein. 
Next to this; the matter thrown up is ruddy,,. light, and: {oft : 
more remored, black: 4rid-ponderous : the uttermoſt brow that de- 
clineth like the ſeats in a Theater, flouriſhing with Trees and exccl- 
lent Paſtorage. The nudft of the Hill is ſhaded with Cheſnut-trees, 
and others, bearing ſundry fruits, The lower parts admirably cloa- 
thed with Veins, that afford the beſt Greek-Wines of the World : 
which hath given to the. Mountain the name of Ds Sommo,: tn re- 
gard of their excellency 3 affording to the Owners the yearly re 
venue of three hundred thouſand Duckats. So now it hath loſt the. 
name of Veſuviue, with the cauſe why it was given, which ſignifieth 
a Spark, as Veſexs a Conflagration. | 

Buc never any thing appear'd'{o horrible, as that which happened 

31 the firſt ox third years Reign of the Emperour Tits, eighty years 
after Chriſt. For then it diſgorg'd ſuch boyting waves and flouds of 
Fire, as conſum'd the neighbouring Citiesz And then alſo it was 
that Pliny the ſecond, that great ſearcher of Nature, and famous Au- 
thor of the Natural Hiſtory, and chen Admiral of the Roman Navy, 
dcfirous to difcoyer the Reafon, was ſuffocated in his roo near ap- 
proaches, and reſearch after ſo great a Myſtery of Nature ; Aswir- 
nefleth his Nephew,:in au Epiſtle to Cornel. Tacitus, Not indeed 
wiltully, and on ſer purpoſe, as *tis ſaid; ( but I think fally) of the 
other grand Pbiloſopber, that he threw himſelf into the contrary E- 
lement, becauſe he could not underſtand the ftrange' Myſtery thereof 
At thet time not only 1ſſued forth ſweh flore of Smonk;” that the very 
Sun ſeer'd to be in the Eclipſe ; bit alſo huge Stones, ' ar of Aſhes 
ſ«ch plenty, that Rome, Atrick and Syria, were even covered : And 
beſrdes Beaſts, Fiſh and Fowl, it overwhelmed with Pumice-ſtones, two 
adjoyning Cities, Herculanum aud Pompeios, with the people firting 
3n the Theater. There were heard diſmal noiſes all about 'the Pro- 
vince, and Giants of incredible bignels ſeen ro ſtalk up and Jown 
the top aud edges of the Mountain (or rather in peoples ex;rayagant 
fancies;) which extraordinary Accident was adjudged either a cauſe 
or prelage of the future Peſtilence, which raged itt Rowe and Traly 
long after. , Hierouymus Borgins touching the horrible roarinzs and 
thundrings of this Mountain, thus {ets ir forth in futable Verle ; 
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The FYultand's : © Or,-: | 
Then remote Africk fuſfer'd the dire beat 
Of twofold Rage, with ſhowrs of Du#t repleat : 

Scorcht Egypt, Memphis, Nilus felt, amaz'd, 

The woful Tempeſt in Campania rars d. 

Not Alia, Syria, nor the Towers that fland 

Is Neptune's ſurges; Cyprus, Creet, (Joves Land) 
The ſcatter d Cyclads; nor the Muſes ſeat, 
(Minerva's Tows) that vaſt Plague ſcap'd: Such beat, 
Such vaponrs break, forth from full Jones then ſhower, , 
When Earth-born, horrible Orumedon 

Hat, vomits ire, beneath Veſuvius thrown, 


Don affirms in a manner as much. But Bodzx, the cenſurer of all 

Hiſtorians, doth deride it. Notwithſtanding Caſſiodorw writes as 

great matters of a later Conflagration 3- whereupon Theodoricus 
(firſt King of che Goths in Iraly) did remit his Tribute: to the dam. 

nified Campanians. eMearcellinus further obſerves, that the Aſhes 
thereof traniforted in the Air, obſcured all Europe : and that the Con- 
ſtantinopolitans being wonderfully affrighted therewith, ( inſomuch as 
the Emperor Leo forſook the City) tn memorial of the ſame, did yearly 
celebrate the 12th of November, It alſo burnt in the fixth year of 
Conſtantine the fourth ; which was about the year of Chriſt 640 : 


and at ſuch time as Betiſarins took Naples 3 ( which was about the | 


ycar 540) and groaned, bur ejected no Cinders: and again when 
the Saracens invaded Africe, ſoinetime after, ec. 

Plantina writes that it flamed in the year 68g ; prognoſticating 
the death of Pope Benedif# the ſecond, with enſning ſlaughters, ra- 
pines, and deaths of Princes. During the Papacy of two orher Be- 
»edifts, the 8th and the gth, it is ſaid to have done the like, The 
later, the laſt flaming thereof, which was in the year 1024 ; ( yet 
often ſince it hath been wonderfully feared;) excepting of late years 
again. And although ir hath made ſundry dreadful devaſtations ; 
yct the fruitful Aſhes thrown about, did ſeem to repair the forego. 
ing loſſes with a quick and marvellous fertility. At the' foot of the 
Hill chere are divers vents, out of which exceeding cold winds do 
contiumally flue 5 ſuch as by VenteduRs from the vaſt Caves above 
Padua, they let into their Rooms ar their pleaſure, to qualifie the 
hear of Summer. Ir ſeems Records of Hiſtory reach beyond the Be- 
ginnings and firſt Eruptions of this Mountain, For Spartaces the 
Fencer, and Ring-leader. of the fugitive Bond-ſlaves ( which was 

about 
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about the year of the Word 3880, and before Chriſt about F0,}: "—_— 


n9 leſs a tertgr; unto Romeeg than Hamibal, did make this Mountaiu 
the ſeat of his War : where'belieged by,Clodira, he by a ſtrange ſtra- 
tagem, with bonds made of Vines, deſcended into the betrom of the 
Hill, (being long betorc it firſt began to flame ) and finding out a 
rivate paſlage, iſlucd: Mn upon. the uuſuſpeRting Romans ; 
feir'd on therr Tents ; and purſuing his Victory, over-ran all Cam- 
P4714, | : 
R Since, 'The year 1610 has been memorable, for the burning 
flames of the Mountain YVeſwvim ;- the 'which being renewed on 
the month of February, brought a very large waſting ; bur a greac 
affrightment to the Neapolitens ; who, folemn ſu plications being 
proclaimed, went in Proceſſion with the Head of Fannarizs, their 
Patron, and Defender of their City, carried about ; whereby the 
filly people were made to believe, the deſtruction hanging over their 
heads to have been turned away ; even as they are to this day. 
Alſo in the year 1631 was a new Eruption 3 Earthquakes and 
Roarings ( as uſually) preceding. And again in a flame in 1635, 
with an Earthquake in Meſſina ; as likewiſe again in 1638. And 
indeed not. quite appeas'd. and extinct all that time, moſt likely, 
Theſame year 1634, or 35, {__ this occaſionlly by the by) even 
| England ſhook, and trembled about Loxdey ; a Marſh there boy- 
ling with black waters, &c. Alſo at Witreberg It rained Brimftone z 
And in the mouth of May 1644, a2 great Wood, belonging to the 
Dakedom of Nor:mberg, of eight thouſand Acres of Land, burned 
ina flame; wich divers other like Prodigies. Petav. Hiſt, 
Laſtly, in 1660, YVeſuvims again brake forth with Combuſtions, 
There remains nothing more to add, but Kircher's particular re- 
lation and account thereof ; who in the year 1638, yentured up to 
obſerve its nature and workings 3 As he had done Era and 
Strumboli before in the ſame year, when all thoſe Mountains were 
outragious with moſt devouring Eruptions. Where,obſerving things 
aſt all belief in all of them, could do ſo much with him, that from 
thence he took occaſion and beginning of baggy ſerring upon that 
glorious work, of bis Subterrancous World ; lince accompliſhed. 
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Of an exaFt Starch and Fnquiry made into the Moun- 
tain Veſuvius, by Kircher, in the year 1638. 


' Having a very earneſt defire,.a long-time, to underſtand the Mi. 
racles of Subterraneous Nature, it happened that at the ſame time, 
by command of my Superiours, I undertook a voyage into Sicily 
and Malta, in attendance on the mot excellent Prince Frederick , 
Land-grave of Haſſia, at that time chiet Admiral, now a moſt wor- 
thy Cardinal, whoſe Confeſſlor I was. Entring therefore into S:ci!y, 
I tound ſuch a Theater of Nature, diſplaying her ſelf under won- 
derful variety of things, as I had with fo many deſires withed for, 
Sith what ever thing occurs, in the whole body of the Earth that is 
wonderfull, rare, unuſual, and worthy of Admiration, I found 
contracted here, as it were, in an Epitome, by a certain induſtry of 
wiſe and ſagacious Nature. ; 

Being inflamed therefore with an huge defire of fearching out all 
things particularly. Above all things, firſt Faſcended era, the 
fountain of all other Prodigious Effects in- Szcily; that I might by 
my own experience, and with tmy own eyes, find our the wonderful 
things, which Hiſtorians of all ages have writ thereof. Then with 
urmoſt diligence I ſearched the /fo/ian or Hephbeſtian, that is, the 
Lapariran Iſlands, now call*d che Yu/canelo's, or Vulcanian Iflands, 


And above all the reſt, Strongy/as' (now Stromboli )- and Vulcano. - 


I ſcarch'd out alſo the- Sicilian Straits, called Faro d> Meſſina, no 
leſs dangerous for the incredible Reciprocations of its Ragings, than 
infamous for Shipwracks z with the wonderful motions of Scylla and 
Charybde, and vicifficudes of their Ebolhtions. And whatſoever 
things ſtupendous did occur, were preſently committed to Table. 
Books ; and after return home, {erzouſly weighed and deliberated 


-by ſolid and exact Reaſon &c. 


Bur in rettin home, watch ſome-eertain private perſons, we were 
by wonderful and unuſual ſtorms and ragings of. the Sea,. to the 
danges of our lives, forced upon the Shoars of-Calabria, or Terra ds 
Otraxto ; At the time of thoſe horrible Earthquakes, and ſtrivings 
of Nature, then-outragious in thole places; to the greateſt peril of 


our lives, Burt had thereby opportunity of learning many Secrets of 


Nature. After the happening I all which, I had then a defire, 
being in thoſe parts, to valic the famous Yeſuvzxs allo. | 


The 
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Ignivomons Mountains, &c.* BE ; 2 
', TheRelation of which wonderful'Farchquakes, riow mientiofied ; —Y 
we, according to'our'preſent method reſerve to-andother place after- | 
wards; paſſing them by here, to give firſt his particular account of 
Peſuvms, (chough laſt with him) which is our-preſetit Argument, 


The RELATIO N. 


Afﬀcer therefote fo great dangers ſuſtained by Sea and Land ; 
After having diligenc]y ſearched out the incredible power of Nature 
working in fubterraneous burrows and paſſages, I had a great de- 
fire to know whether Yeſuvins allo had not ſome ſecret commerce 
and correſpondence with Strongy/ns and e/Etua, in ſo powerfull a 
warand ſtrife of Nature, as T had every where experience of before. 
| I went therefore unto Porrecas, (the Porch or Entrance) a Town 
ſcituated at che foot of the Mountain, Hence hiring an honeſt Coun- 
F: ol try-mai, tor a true and skiltull companion, and guide of the wayes; 
(not withaue indeed an ample reward): aſcended the Mountain ac 
midnight, through difficult, rough; uneven, and ſteep paſſages. At 

whoſe crator or mautth, when. I had arrived, I ſaw no 5. is horrible 
to be expreſled, I faw it all over of a light fire, with an horrible 
| combuſtion, and ſtench of Sulphur and burning,Birumen. Here 
, forthwich being aſtoniſhed at the'unuſual fight of the thing ; Me- 
thoughts I beheld che habication of Hell ; wherein noching elſe ſeem- 
ed to be much wantinz, beſides the horrid fantaſms and apparitions 
of Devils. There were perceived horrible bellowings and roarinzs of 
the Mountain 3 [An unexprefſible ſtink; Smoaks mixt with darkiſh 
globes of Fires 3 which both the botrom and fides of the Mountain 
concinually belch'd forth 'out::of Eleven'ſeveral places z and made 
me in hike manner, everand anon, belch, and as it were,vomic back 
azain,:-at it, O the depth of the Riches of the Wiſdam and Know- 
ledze of Gad ! How incomprehenſible are thy wayes ! It thou 
ſheweſt thy power againlt the wickedueſs of mankind 1n fo formi- 
dable and portentous Prodigies and Omens of Nature 3 Whac ſhall 
it be inchat laſt day, wherein the Earch ſhall be drown'd with che 
Ire of thy Fury, aud the Elements melc with fervent hear? Morn- 
Ing therefore waxing light, that I might ſearch out the Conſticy. 
tion of the whole Interiours of the Mountain, with all thz diligence 
T could, I choſe a fafe and ſecure place to fer my feet ſure upon 
which was an huze Rock, of a plain ſurface ;_ ro whica there lay 
' open.;aft Avenuc, by a delcent * the Mountain. very far 3 Ano [ 
F 2 NC 
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©. "The Valtanas: Oro. 
— went down unto ic. Here'taking forth my Pantometer, (or univerſal 
Meaſurer) -I ſet upon the dimenſions of the Mountain; and found 

by a Geometrical Computation, the compaſs of the Crater to contain 

almoſt three hundred paces, but the depth eight hundred. The 
Mountain all up and down every-where, cragged and broken. No 

gradual declining for any paſſageto the inward parts; bur deſcended 

in its compaſs or circuit, after the manner of a Cylinder, made hol- 

low directly and freight. And although the Bottom' ſeemed to: 

the eye to be contained in a more narrow circumference ; yet accord- 

ing to Oprtick Accounts and Laws, Fhat _—_— from the excced= 

ing great diſtance, and profundity, from the innermoſt ſurtace. of 

the Crater or mouth. In,the Center of: the Bottom, Nature fean'd 

to have conftituted, as. it were, her Harth'of Fire :: | And to fay 

truth, a Shop or Workhouſe to make a Valcanian Kitchin 3 boyling 

with an everlaſting guſhing forth, and ftreamings of Snioak and 

flames ; and imploy'd in decoCting of Sulphur, Bicumen, and melt= 

ing and burning cther kinds of Mineralsz and by a.certain ſecret 
endeavour and: enterpriſe, preparing tor deadly ruines and flaugh-: 

ters afterwards to be commuted. Sith the vapobrs included within; 

as they know not how to be contained : ſo they did diſcuſe, or ſcat- 

tcrthe burden that lay upon them, with fo great force and violence, | 
accompanied with horrible crackhings and noiſes, that the Mountain 

feem'd to beroft with-an Earthquake or trembling. Which when: 

ſocvcr. it happened, the fupream and ſofter partsof the Mountain, 

which clung together of Alles, Cinders, Rains, and other Refiiſes 

of Minerals; being ſhook jn pieces, and looſened by the trembling | 

and fo falling like Hills, into the bottom of the Helliſh Gulph ; did. | 

from thar various reflexion: of the found, {tir up that- crackling noiſe : 

So great and fearful-aone, as that any; even of the ſtouteſt and moſt: 
undaunted heart, .would ſcarce venture toſufter. The matter which. | 

was continually belched forth from the center of the Mountain, made 

as 1t were, a new Mountain, indued with wonderful variety of fur- 

rows,or hollow channels ; which the various ebullition of the melted 

Minerals, flowing iato all parts of the circumference 3 of a greeniſh 

i - - colorr now ; from-Braſs; preſently. of a yellow.colour, from Sul. 
phur, Arſenick, and Sandarack : Now red ;, from Cinnabar, Minij- 
um or Red Lead, and Vermilion'; then black ; from Vitriol mixt 
with Water 3 or of an Afſhy colour, from the very Cinders; did 
as it were, by the ingenious Pencil: of Nature, form. This- lictle 
Mountain, atcer-chelaſt burning of che-Mountain, which happened 


6 
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m the year 1631,. (at which time proceeded great Farthquakes, as 
well as Noiſes and Roarings and Tremblings; as is its cuſtom) hath 
grown ſo big, that we may thence very. reaſonably conjecture thar 
it 15 hereafter likely to riſe unto the fame height, which it once ob= 
tained of old ; unleſs it be deſtroyed by ſome new burning ſuperve- 


ning : Which hath happened in this very ſame year I' now write 


theſe things, in the year 1660. .- For that the Mountain outragious 
with a new and horrible burning , hath ſo caſt down its top, and 
Crator;- that it appears now much lower at this day, then what I 
a lictle before deſcribed it to be. . And nei it 1s found 


of greater circumterence ; fo of lefler profundity... Having taken a. 
view of all. theſe: things. duly; and-returning to, Naples 3 the next 


day I betdok my ſelf unto the Iſland cAinaria, which they call 1/- 


chis ; of much note, and celebrated with great fame by ancient wri-- 


ters. And thence into the Phlegrzan Plain, of Pxtzol Ficlds, Vul- 


can's pom and nor 'Theater 3 ( of which: before. )- And whatſo-- 
e Antients - or Moderns, have related wonderfull of. 


ever, either t 
thoſe places, I found ro bemoſt true. . 

Ie is alſo taken notice of in Hiſtory, that there was an Eruption 
and great Burning, near Car:gyole in Terra di Lavoro, which laid 


three Acres of Ground, all in meer Aſhes and Cinders, Twſcany al-- 
ſo hath a burning Mountain in the Apenrne 3 and another 1n the | 
Fields' of Bononia;; There are allo Laky Ditches, Pirs, and Dens, 
between Piſtorium-and Petra Mala, belching forch perperual Globes - 


of Flames, eſpecially by night. There are noted alſo in the Fields 
of Mutina, two famous places full of Burnings, &a. Bur cheſe 
. with the reſt of lraly, have been barely enumerated before; of which 
. we have nothing further remarkable to add. | | 

And ſo: we are.at laſt come tothe main Fountain and Spring- 
head, in a manner, as we may fay,. of all the ſubterrancous Fires. of 
theſe Parts, with their manifold deſolating Eruptions,. e/Etna, now 
Mont Gibello, 


__ 
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The Vulcand's; Or, 


CHAPT;Ta, 


Of the Remarkables of the grand olcano Etna, in eſpecial; 
and its molt remarkable Eruptions : together with the 
Vulcantan Iflands adjoyning. 


Otwichſtanding the horrid face of things, by -reaſon of the 
trequent, prodigious, and miſchievous Eruptions and Deyaſta.. 
tions of: cAEtna : Notwithſtanding, it continually ſendeth forth 
dreadful flames of - Fire ; -to the aſtoniſhment of all Beholders ; aud 
that ics S9y! ſprings abundantly with often and eternal Burnings : 


' Yet thoſe ſubterraneous fountains of Fire, that continually feed and 


ſupply theſe Vulcano's 3 and the abundance of fat, oily, ſulphureous, 
and 1nfammable matter. and fuel, or nouriſhment, wherewith the 
whole Country thereabouts,. and all che Iſland over, is fo richly 
ſtor'd and manur'd with, by Natures own bountiful hand, (every- 
where plentiouſly producing Sulphur, Bitumen, and other rich and 
fat Earchs and Marles,&sc.) make Sicily one of the moſt fertile Iſlands 
in the World. —_— EOS IIS | 
For the Soyl is incredibly fruitful in the beſt Wine, in Oyl, Hony, 
Saffron ; Minerals alſo of Gold, Silver, and Allom; together with 
plenty of Salt and Sugar. There are alſo Gems of Agats and Eme- 
ralds. Quarries of Porphyre, and Serpentine. Ir yieldeth alſo great 
ſtore of che richeſt Silks, which grow plentifully about Meſſina, the 
chief City. Variety of moſt excellent and-delicious fruits, both for 
raſte and colour : with ſuch abundance of alfſorts.of Grain, that it 
was called in old times, Horrewn Roman: Populi, or the Granary 
of the Roman Empire; wheuce alſo Cicero call'd it , The Ciry of 
Romes Sox! ; and doch now furniſh ſome parts of Italy, Spain, 
an} Barbary, beſides Malta, and the adjacent Iſles, with that which 
ſhe can ſpare of her ſuperflunties. Nay, Twlly doth not only call ir, 
the Granary and Storchoule of the City of Rewe, in regard of Corn; 


| bar aids. that ir was accounted for a well-furniſh'd Treaſury ; as 


beino able of 1t lelt, without charze of the State, to cloath, maintain 
and turniſh the greateſt Army, with Leather, Corn, and Apparel. 
Aud if Di:dorus Siculus may be credited 11 it, he tells us, that about 
Leonium, now Lenin, and ſome other places, Wheat did grow of 
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it ſelf wittiout any labour of the Husbandman. Art this day, in ſome 
pazts of the Ifle, the foyl is ſo exceeding fruitful, that it yeelds unto 
the Husbandman an hundred meaſures of. Corn for one. Atid cer- 
tainly the Corn of this Country muſt needs yeeld a wondertul ea- 
creaſe, the King of Spain receiving an.hundred thouſand Crowns 
yearly. for the Cuſtom of Wheat. In this Country alf» is the Hill 
Hjbla, ſo famous for-Bees and Honey. But'too much of the Country. 
We. return to its greateſt Wonder of all Ages, and indeed a verna- 
culow kind of Portent thereof, the horrible Mount A&rna. 

It is a marvellous Hull, of fearful and Rupendous Fires & Flames ; 
as it were, the. very Mouth of Hell ;. diſtanc Eaſtwards. cen mites 
from the City Catania, ficuated at the foot thereof; From which ic 
aſcends by degrees, to ſo many miles height. Others reckon it fifreen 
miles from Catania : but indeed ſcarce ten Engliſh miles. And yer 
its full height in a.dire&t defcenc, according to its Axis, is com- 
puted by exact Geometricians 30 miles; (as Kircher has it) except 
the Printer has added a Cypher too much : as muſt needs be. This 
ancient City was built, as ſome fay,in the year of the World 3469, 
eighty nine years after Rowe ; and near 500 before Chriſt. Bur o-- 
thers in the year 4462,. about goo years after-Chriſt, (The firſt, 
without all doubt, by moſt Authentick Authors, the truer account:) 
and receives beth loſs, and ( if Srtrabo may be believ'd ) advancage,, 
from its nearneſs to /Z£txa.. For the ejected flames have heretofore 
committed harrible waſts, which gave-4Anphinomw, and Anapins, 
two Brethren, an occaſion to become tamqus for: their Piety ; who! 
reſcu'd their Parents ingag'd by the Fire, aud bear them away on. 


their ſhoulders : whereof Auſonins 3 


Who will forget Catania ?: of bigh fame, 
For Piety of Brothers, ſindg'd in Flame«- 


Yet.it was never known, in:all'this time, to have been wholly ruin'd 
or deſtroy'd, by the terrible threatuings of ſo troubleſome and dan- 
gerous a Neighbour z that ſpares none in his violent raging fits and 
Gonvulſions :. Yet has been ſhrewdly in danger ſomerimes, and 
much havock'd and ſpoyl'd in ſome parts thereot 5 whereoy 1t may; 
appear, that this laFt and preſent Ernption ( io prodigious and fear- 
full) has nor been the greateſt 5 as it has. not been the firſt, by ſome hun 
dreds.. Several Towns and Cities lay, round, about it; All or moſt 
now buried in Aſhes and Rujnes, by the. late excetlive ___ * 
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The Vultano's: Or, 


p— conflagration ; even as many have been fo in former times. 


Ic was here in this Infernal Mountain, where the Poers fable that 


Tupiter with his Thunderbolts ſtruck down' the Rebel-Giants. the 


Cyclops's, condemned to be Valcan, the Godd of Fires Hammerers, 


whom they feign, forges here his Father Fupiter's Thunderbolts, 


and the Arms of the Heroes; and laid this Mountain upon Excel a- 
du the grand” Confpirator's back, there ſaid to have been buried ; 
and his hot breath to have fired the Mountain, lying on his face : 
As Virgil poetizes ; 

Enceladus with Thunders ſtruck, , they tell, 

"Under the weight of thu huge Burthen fell, 

Above hims was the mighty Aitna laid, 

Who now breaths Fires, through braken Tranks convey d; 

And as he weary turns, a T hundey-Crack, 

Sicily ſhakss.3 and Heav'n 8 bung with Black. 


Though Narturalifts interpret the Giants, to be hot Spirits included 
1n the Earth, which finding no paſſage out, ſomerimes burſt open 
moſt high Mouncains, and ruſh out with violence; and even ſhoot 
forch, as it were, their darts againſt Heaven. The Poets therefore 
feign'd theſe Giants to have afſaulced the Godds in the Phlegrzau- 
Plains : but to be ſtruck down, ſome inso cAtna, others into the 
Vulcanian Iſlands; and ochers into Hell. And as the grofler Hea- 


then ſuppos'd it to be Y#/cans Shop, and the Cyclops's ; fo the groſs - 


Papiſts there, take it for the place of Purgatory ; All alike untal- 
ible. | 

And here ſome report, or rather fable, that Empedocles afſeRing 
Divine Honour, departing from his company lecretly by night, leapt 
in.at the mouch of this Mountain, that he might be reputed an Im- 
mortal God; as Horrace witnelles. | 


Empedocles to be a Godd deſires, 
And caſts himſelf into th's/Atnean Fires; 


But that his Iron Slippers, or Brazen Shoes, which the Fire had 
thrown up again hes its belching flames, to have diſcovered the 
matter. Bur wiſcr men more rightly relate him, to have periſhed 
only, as a curious and ventrous Obſervator ; .going about to ſearch 
out This Ficry Lake, and thereby to have fallen into ſome pit, or 
ditch, and conſumed wn the Burning, 

The 


<4 


Tomoembus Mountains, &c. oz Tos 
The barreii top of the Mountain is encompaſſed with a Bank of ""Y 
Aſhes, Cinders, and Pumuces, &c. of the height of a Wall, In the | 
middle is alſo a round Hill, of the ſame matter and colour ; where- 
1n be two great Holes, faſhioned like unto Cups, which be called 
Craters.; Our of theſe do riſe ſometimes ſundry great flames of fire; 
ſometimes horrible ſmoak-z ſometimes are blown ont burning ſtones, 
in infinite number. Moreover, Before the ſaid Fire appears, there 
3s heard within the ground, terrible noiſe and roaring. And alfo 
(which is more marvel) though ic continually burns, nay when the 
{moak and fire is moſt abundant and fervent.z yer round about the 
top of the ſaid Hill and uppermoſt parts, where the Fire 1s greater 
and continual, are ſeen perpetual and moſt deep Snows, and hoary 
Eroſts. And from all Antiquity has this Mountain burnt after an 
horrible manner ; and-often-times affedts the Neighbouring Regi- 
ons with incomperable and .unvaluable loſſe ; though yer nor-a 
more fertile Region in the whole World, as was betore deſcribed, 
&c. The Cinders and Aſhes of e/£t»a, as Pliny teſtifies, fall down 
an hundred and fifty miles diſtant from thence, Mr. Sandys makes 
ſuch a following Deſcription of it. | | 
e/XEtna (now Mount Gubel) call'd by Prudar,the Celeſtial Column, 
is the higheſt Mountain of Szcily 3 for a great ſpace leiſurely riſing ; 
in ſo much as the top 1s ten miles diſtanc from the utcermoſt Bats. 
It appearcth Eaſtward with two Shoulders,having an eminent Head 
in the middle. The lower parts are luxuriouſly fruittul 5 the mid. 
dle woody aud ſhaded ; the upper rocky, ſteep, and almoſt cover'd 
with Snow : yet ſmoking in the midft, like many conjoyning chim- 
neys ; and vomiting intermitred flames z though not but by aight 
to be diſcerned : As if Heat and Cold had left their contentions, 
and imbraced one another. This burning Beacon, doth ſhew her 
Fire. by night, and her Smoak by day, a wonderfulway off: yer 
heretofore difcerned far furcher ; In tharthe matter _ is di- 
miniſhed by ſo long an expence; My felt (fayes he) have {cen both . 
plainly unto Malta. And the Mountain 1t ſelf is to be diſcovered 
ant hundred and fifty miles off by the Saylors. Thoſe that have 
been at the Top do report, That there is there, a large Plain of Cin-. 
ders and Aſhes, invironed with a Brow of the ſame; And 1n the 
midſt an Hill of like.ſubſtance 3 out of which burſteth a continual * 
| Wind, that keepeth an horrible rumbling; evaporating flames and 
ſmoak 5 which hangs about it like a great long Cloud, and often 
kuzling forch Stones and Cinders, AT the ſtory of Mo 
| 9 Wy ocles 


SS 0” Fu us wo 


/ 


42 


The F ulcano's + Or, 


"F— docles the Sicilian Philoſopher's throwing himſelf down head-long 


thereinto, is by ſome call'd into queſtion. For it is impoſſible to be 


 approach'd, by reaſon of the violent Wind, the ſuffocating Smoak, 


and the conſuming Fervour : '( yet he might approach too near, and 
periſh :) This Mountain hath flamed in times paſt ſo abundandly, 
That by reaſon of the ſmuke, the Air involy'd with burning Sands, 
and thick Vapours ; The Inhabitants hereabout could not ſee one ano- 
ther (if we may give credit to Cicero) for two dayes together. The 
extraordinary eruption thereof bath been, and # to this day, reputed 
ominous. For ſo the moſt famous Conflagrations, in former times, 
hapned hard before the Servile War in Sicily 5 which was not pa= 
cifi'd and ended, bur by the ſlaughter of three ſcore and ten thou. 
ſand of the Slaves, (who had taken up Arms againſt Rowe) by the 
Piztors ; at whiah time it raged ſowviolently, that Africa was there- 
of an afloniſhd Witneſs. This was about the Year of the World 
3900.not long before Chriſt, And ſo ſhortly after the death of Julius 
Ceſar,when not only the Cities thereabout were damnified thereby 

but divers in Calabria alſo 3 and portended thoſe Profcriptions ai: 
bloody Wars, which did after of rang But theſe great Eruptions 
of Fire, are not now ſo ordinary as they have been formerly ; The 
matcer which gave Fewel to 1t,being waſted by continual Burnings : 
So that the flames which 1ftue hence, are hardly viſible, but by 
night 3 though the ſmoke ſhew it ſelf the moſt part of the day : Yet 


even at this day, once in three or four years,it falleth in great flakes, 
oa the Countrey below, and Vales adjoyning ; to the terror of the. 


Inhabitants, rhe deflruction of their Vintage, and great loſs of the 
Countrey. But thar, they ſay, 1s recompenſed by the plenty of 
the following Years; The Aſhes thereof (according to Strabo) fo 
batling and enriching of the Soyl, that both the Vines, and Corn- 
fields are much bettered by it, and proſper above admiration. For 
imdecd we find by experience, that Twrf of the Ground, burnt to 
Aſhes ; and ſo ſpread on Land, and ploughed into it, doth yeeld 
a very great improvement, even to barren Soyls. Howbeit at this 
day, much Ground abourit lies waſt, by means of the ejected Pu 
mice, 

Beſides, the Countrey hereabouts is daily forraged by Thieves, 
who lurk in a Wood ct eight mules. compaſs, that neighbours upon 
ogy : on ONS 
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Ignivomons Mountains, ©. 
But Y;rg4l's admirable Deſcription may ſerve for all. 


Atna here thunders with an horrid noiſe, 

Sometimes black (louds evapoureth to Skies, 

Fuming with pitchy curls, and ſparkling Fires, 
Tofſeth up Globes of flames 5 To Stars aſpires : 

Now belching Rocks 5 The Mountain s Parral: torn 5 
And pgreaning, hurls out liquid Stones thence born 
Through th Air in ſhowres 5 and from its bottom. glee, 
Like boyling Fornace 3 — 


The reaſon of theſe Fires, is-the abundance of Sulphur and 
Brimſtone, contained in the Boſom of the H II, inkindled by Sub- 
terraneous Heats, Spirits, and Fires; with the free venrilation of 
the Sulphurous, and eaſily inflamable Air, and agitating Winds, 
through theſe open YV#ulcaman Vents and Funnels 3 with innumerable 
Chinks, Trunks, Pipes, and Caverns, with other conveyances 
through the Earth, &'c. Alſo through the Chinks and Chaps of 
the Earth, there is continual more fewel added to the Fire ; the ve- 
ry Water adding to the force of it. As we ſee the Water caſt on 
Coals in the Smiths Forge, doth make them burn more ardently : 
And beſides, prepares the matter with due moiſture to be fic Fuel tor 
new Fires,&c. And Sicily is an Ifland all over Cavernous and Fiſtu- 
lous, and pervious to the penetrating Winds, and under-ground 
Fires, and inflamable Spirits; and within abounding wich Sulphur, 
Bitumen, aud other fit Fuel and Macerials, &'c. And fo is ad con- 
venient both for inward Combuſtions, and outward Ventilations, 
and thereby for the extreameſt Inflamations and Burnings. But the 
Original Sourſe and Fountain, or firſt and principal cauſe of all 
theſe, are by ſome later accounted to be, the Subterraneous Abyſles, 
and Storchouſes of Fire and Heat, which Nature has provided and. 
furnithed her ſelf wich under ground ; in her inward parts, for the 
neceſlary uſes and occaſions of her exteriour, &'s. AS was at the be- 
ginning obſery'd, The reaſon of this flame is thus ſet down by 


A Rozen Mould theſe fiery flames begin, 
And Clayie Bramſtone aids that Fre within 


The Vulcano's.: Or, 
Yet when the ſlimy Soyl, conſumed, ſhall 
Yeeld no more food to feed the Fire withal,y 
And Nature ſhall reſtrain ber nouriſhment, 
The fiame ſhall ceaſe, hating all famiſhment, 


But more fully by Lucretime. 


Hoellow the. Mountain u throughout 5 alone 

_ Supported well-nigh with huge Caves of Stone, 

No (ave but u with Wind and Air repleat 5 

For agitated Air doth Wind beget, 

Which heats th impriſoning Rocks, when hot it grows, 
The Earth chaf't by hus fury 5 and from thoſe 
Strikes forth fire and ſwift flame : It ſelf on high. 
It mounts, and out at upright Jaws doth flie : 

And Fire ſheds far off 5 far off dead Coals : 
Tranſports : and fumes in miſty darkneſs rowls, 
Ejefting Stones withal of wondrous ſize 5. 

* All which from ſtrength of firugling IWinds ariſe, 
Beſides 5 againſt the Mountains Roots, the Main 
Breaks her ſwoln Waves, and ſwallows them again, 

' From whence unto the Summit of th Aſcent 

The undermining (aves have ther extent : 


Through which the Billows breath 5 and flames out-thruſs. 


IV1th forced Stones, and dark ning fſhowrs of duſt, 


Beſides, as was ſaid before, Mtn 1s full of Sulphur and- Bitu- 
-nen, apt to be kindled 
. 1at 1t_isſo fertile, 

Bur after all this,. we will give you Kzrcher's later, and more 
*xticular Relation, and Deſcription, both of it and its Caules-;. 
-.1d of its moſt noted Eruptions, &6 © ©  - © 


A 


3 And ſois all Sicily, the: principal Reaſon 


Jenivonos Mountains,” &6; 
A Deſcription of Ama by Kicher. 


Iherein, as in acertain Prototype, the Reaſons of Subter- 
raneous Fires, and their never failing food, are de- 
monſirated, as we-uſe to ſay, to the Eye. 


When I farvey'd Siczly, in the year 1638. before all things, I: 
thought fit to examine the Mountain etna, moſt of all celebraced: 
by the Monuments of all Writers. A great Prototype, I ſay, of- 


all burning Grounds ; and that the moſt famous type, of almoſt: 
whatſoever kind of ragings, by Sea or Land,outragious. And with: 
this one onely ſpeRacle- of Nature alone, Sicily is (and -ever was): 
admirable. Seeing you cah ſcarce find an Author either of the Anti- 


ents; or Moderns, whom the violence of its ferocious nature, hath -. 


not drawn into admiration and aſtoniſhment, Yer becauſe they: 
| haveouly beheld afar off the genuine Canſes of fo great eftc&s : 
We coming a little nearer tothe matter, from thoſe things which. 
in theſe laſt times, have been oberved with my own eyes,intending to 
proſecute its Nature and Conftitution, we will endeavour to dc-- 


monſtrate opportunely the cauſe of fo ſtrange and'exotick effects. - -1ts heights 
Etna therefore, 1s one onely Mountain, rearing up on high ies 62 ad 
Top or Spire, unto thirty miles, according-ro the Axis (or dire&: '5"Y** 


line through the Center, or midſt) as by Manrolicus and Clavins 
atteſted, who ſearched out-its altitude, by a Geometrical account! 
and, computation. | Butir takes up ſixty, or as others ſay, an hun- 
dred miles ſpace, with its roots, ſpread wide round about z- fruit 
ful wich-fat Fields, Vineyards, Fountains, Paſtures, lying round. 
about. And Woods of Pines-and Beech z and full of Forreſts of 
moſt high Fir-trees. But at the utmoſttop-19-Hroken and cragged,. 


with unſtable Cinders, and Pamice ſtones ; and cleaves open with The Large> 
a moſt vaſt Crater, or deep mouth'd Cup of twelve miles in com- neſs and 


paſs, - which.in a ſteep deſcent ftreightens 1t ſelf narrower, even to 


moſt formidable with: flames, fumes, : both from the very bottom, 
and from the fides of the Mountain. z -with an horrendous roaring 
and bellowing, :not unlike burſting forth of 'Thunders.. That the 
very. imagination. and: thoughts of- the fire- an ruiucs, lo mala 


- 
Ce en ee army ome erage er LETT TIES 


gage rea CE 


, , beg ace of 788: 
the bottom of Hell, as it were. - A:moſt horrible Przcipice to ſee to, db hy 


_ 
REIT 
$— —_—_ 


x 7 


= IG. 
== 


—_ 
WOE IS 
rs ACA oo ers 


"2 "IE. —_—_—Cz 
DIES + wore 4 
- 


_— 
IT. 


a, ae a —— nn ee ery —_— 
> ET — xx 


46 The' Vulcan's: Or, _ 
| *—— hand, could not, bur preſently at the firſt reincounter, amaze and 
afright any man; alchough the moſt audacious and fearleſs; and 
make hin ſtart therefrom, as it were from a certain infernal Gulph 

of Hell. | 

And I doubt not but thoſe burnings which are here ſeen in all 
Ages, have by the conſtant rejeCtings forth of Aſhes, much aug- 
mented this vaſt Mountain z which on every part, both the ghaſt- 
ly fight of ſteep delcents of Cliffs; and the Cindry, and Pumice- 
{tone-like face of burnt Rocks 3 as alſo the appearance of huge 
Dens, (one wheneof you may ſee capable to contain thirty thou- 
ſand men eafily) formidable wich burnt Pumice-ſtones, as alſo wich 
refuſes and recrements of various melted Mineral Matter, does abun- 
Paths or dantly ſhew. You may ſce in many places, paths of huge Tor- 
tracts of rents, from the ſaid matter , call'd Sciarra, which have lefr, 
# : agg as it were,certain foor-ſteps and tracks of great havocks, and deftru- 
_ Etions, from the fiery flux or flowing of the melted Mettal, In the 
Snow arg Very top, Snows, and Aſhes or Cinders as if they had meditated 
Aſhes co- an Eternal Wedlock, are ſeen to overwhelm all things witha fad 
ver its top and doleful countenance. Verily, by ſo much more dangerous to 
incautelous Viſiters ; by how much certain profound devouring. 
Gulphs, covered over with Snow and Aſhes, and ſtretch'd forth all 
along, deſcending into the inmoſt Abyiles, withour bottom or end ; 


are more frequent. Whichas they have ſwallowed up very many, ' 


unadviſedly coming near to view without a guide, fo have,by their 

ruine, left an example to others z not raſhly to venture upon thoſe 

places, which by ſuch occult Artifices and Machines, and hidden 

deceipts, cheat Mortals out of their lives. Even as Fa. Matthew 
Taveran, 2 curious ſearcher out, as of all natural things, ſo of this 

- Mountain alſo ; try'd aud experienced:with great peril of his life. 

And to be ſhort, All the matter of the upper part of the Mountain, 

ſcem'd to be nothing elſe but a confuſed heap, and hanging of it ſelf 

alofr, of Cinders, Pumices, and Stones, which they call burnc 

The new Coal-ſtones. Which ſeeing 4t 1s 011 pt comage expoſed, and eaſily 
generating penetrable, both to Mineral Spirits within ;j and alſo without, to 
4 rm" Snows, Rains, Hails, and Winds. Ir ought certainly, not to 
matter, ſeem wonderful to any, that this aduſt and burat matcer, as it is 
impregnated, with new and new proviſion alwayes from Heaven ; 

ſo it thould conceive, 1; ſuccefſion of time, new Generations and 
mncreaſes, ſo as to burn againafreſh,z and without ead, again and 
22in flame with gew Conflagrations. As Virgil teſtitics 3 
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Ipn:odmons Mointains, &c, 


Whatever furious matter feeds the Fire, 

As ſoon as burnt, goes out : hath ſpent all ts Tre, 
Wherewith ta rage: (inders and Seedleſs ground 
Lie fallow: which courſe oft it ſuffers round : 
And thus exhbaufted by a thouſand fires, 

Renews ats former ſtrength 5 new flames reſpires. 


For whereas, inthe utmoſt bottom of this Helliſh Gulph, the 
fire 1s at no time extinguiſhed, but alwayes ſendg, forth ſome marks 
and tokens of it ſelf, either boyling heat, or (nid, or flame, as T 
have often in the examination of the Mountain obſery*d : Yer out- 
wardly it begins to grow fierce and terrible, ' but only at certain in- 
tervals of time, more or leſs, according to the plenty of the combu- 
ftible matter heap'd up together, And by how much the longer it 
hath ceaſed; as if the matter was -more ripen'd, vegetated and 
grown, for burning by ſo much it burſts forth wich greater violence z, 
and together with the very flame, ſends forth huge heaps of Sands ;; 
and aS Lwcretins aſſerts, Prodigious Stones of wondrot weight burls 


forth, 


A Deſcription of the Aicnxan Crater, or (deep and 
wide-mouth a) Fire-Cup, 


The Crater, or Fire-Cup of Mount «£t»4, is found by different 
Obſervations to be of a diflerent largeneſs and capaciry. There are 
ſome, who ſay, they have obſerv'd irto be two miles, and eighty 
paces wide. Others thirty miles. Others, laſtly, fonr hundred: 
miles. (Noqueſtion here muſt be ſome miſtake 1n the Printer, ad- 
ding too many Ciphers to the numbring Figures,) But 1t cannot. 
be that in an Orificez. expos'd to fo great tumulcuations, and conti- 
aually agitated and tofled, with ſo many aflaults, fits, and convul- 
fions of terocious, and rageing Nature z it ſhould not be found,ever 
and anon ; ſometimes larger, ſometimes ſtreighter ;. according to: 
the condition of the Times, Which I my ſelf alſo with greateſt 
admiration havetry'd;. not in Aetna only, but allo in the Lipari- 
tay Mountains; yeaaud in Yeſuvixy too , fich the Mountain, even. 
a the leaſt more. vchement cructation;: 38 much. thook z and from: 

1t'S- 


i 
' Ls 


.4$ - The #ulcano 3: Or, . 
E— its ſhaking, heaps off more difeaſy and ſlippery matter being ga- 
thered together, and accruing to the Mountain, fall down alwayes 

wich the. Mountains more violent jogging, and convullion, as it 

were which heaps, as they are now big, with a-new birth ; ſo 

they give'new, food and nutriment .cothe Fires. And fo from this 
fall of the Mouncainous parts ; its neceflary that the Crater be-made., 

wider ; whence it romes to paſs, that the interiour parts of the 
Mountain riſe up and ſwell, increaſing by little and little; and the 

empty places of the diminith'd, or leſſened Crater are fill'd up. 

Whence of necellity likewiſe, the. Crater of che Monntain maſt be 

rendred {traighter toa. Yea iiſtories'rclategthat the matter heap'd 

np within, tronge falls, have thereupon grown. to ſuch an excreſ- 

cency, that for the courſe of many years, 1t ſent forth neither ſmoke 

nor fire 3 And the devouring Gulph to have yeclded acceſs and ad- 

milion, to the more curious, very far, without all hurt and dan- 

ger ; till the fuel of new copious matter, and now ripe aud mature 

again to conceive fire 5 afſauluung and ſerring, as ic were, again upon 

the Mountain ; aud being re-kindled, having ſhook off its Yoak, 

by ſo much the more power powerfull 4 wax'd fierce with horrendous 
burnings 3 by how much its ſupply of combuſtible matter was 

greater and more ready, And this lot all the YVulcaxian Mountains 
u:dergoez which ſomerimes making reſpics, grow unto an immenſe 
greatueſs, by the coacervation of matter falling in 3: ſometimes by 

occult Machinations, and contrivances of Subterraneous Fires, the 

Fuel and Suſtenance..of the prepared matter being kindled 3 That 

which was in ſo many years exceedingly grown, is ſhook aſunder by 

An horen- horrible Tempeſt; of burnings, and vomits it out even from the low- 
- JP” «&& Hell of the Mountain; even asat this dayis apparent, Which 

aclte. of . NY I . 

the Ai- ſpectacle 1s ſo formidable, thar there is none ſo ftout-heartrd, that 
Nea! an look into it without tear ; and, as we ſay, his Hairs ſtanding an 
Gu!ph,0r end, and his head turning round with giddineſs. The devouring 
Worrlpit. Gulf is fo deep, that.it exceeds all eye-ſight 5 and fearful with 
Rocis, riſing up out of the ſides like Pyramides. And whereas the 

ſ:aes by a direct and perpendicular guidance and condu&t of the 
Rucks;verge, or tend Eeehnitgkitey downwards, in a Parallel (and 

equal) deſcent : Yet according to the Laws of Opticks, they ſeem 

by icaſon of their too much diſtance, to meet in the Centre 3 which 

has ;3mpos'd on many Obſcrvators, deluded by this Optick Mockery, 

to think, che interiour ſides of the Mountain to be drawn cloſe and 
ſtreight, into a Conick Surtace, aud outſide. In the bortom (won- 
derful 


Iontuomous Mountains, &c; 


derful to be ſpoke!) the Mountain alwayes from continual eraRta- 


tion of Mineral matter, undermines and attempts, I know not what, 


cowards the conſtituting and ere&ing a new Fabrick of a Mountainz 
And accordingly I remember, I alwayes obſerv'd (as it were) a cer- 
tain Laky Pit, gliſtring with melced Metal. The fides up and down, 
by fic and correſpondent paſſages, vomit forth perpetual Smoak in 
abundance of Sow 3 which by night we underſtood to be an en- 
kindled flame. This voraginous Gulphis never without roarings and 
bellowings 3 which now and then 1t wtters ſo horrendous, that they 
make che very Mountain it ſelf to quake and tremble. In a word, 
whoioever deſires to behold the power of the only Great and Good 
God, ler him betake himſelf to theſe kind of Moyntains 3 and he 
will be ſo aftonuth'd and ſtupified with the incffable cftefts of the 
Miracles of Nature, that he will ke conſtrained ever and anon to 
prououuce, from the moſt intimate and inmoſt affection of his heart; 
O the depth of the Riches and Wiſdom of God ! How incomprehenſible 
are thy Fudgments, and how unſearchable thy wayes, by which tho 
haſt conflituted the World ! 

The Mountain is ſo high, that from thence all S;cs/y may be ſur- 
vey'd at once; Yea, and your ſight help'd with an opportune and 
ſcaſonahle time, may reach even unto Africa. Bur if by any Tempeſt 
the Mountain be troubled and diſturb'd ; then you would think, 
that there was an end of the lives of all converſant there: All things 
are ſo involv'd with horrendous Storms*and Whirlwinds, together 
with thick Snows and Cinders. 

I aid alittle before, that out of the fides of the Mountain great 
plenty of Smoak mixt with Fires, was diſcovered in very many pla- 
ces, which Aftuaries or raging places, if in time they be over- 
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whelm'd, either with the concuſſion and ſhaking of the Mountain, P/a-es. 


or any other accident 5 Then che raving fury and madnels, as it 
were, of the Mountain growing on, it has been found to prepare 
and get its exit and way out, even from other places, through the 
outmolt ſurface of the Mountain 3 which when ir comes to pals, ic 
effects ſuch horrid clefts and openings, and ſuch wide-mouth'd 
divalfions, with ſuch formidable paſſages of the Subterraneous 
Veults and Store-houſes ; which aſtoniſhed with admiration we 
behe!d, even to this very day, ſometimes to have been. I ſaw a Cz 
vern,which would eafily contain an Army of thirty thouſand merz 
as alittle before we hinted, 

There is there alſo a moſt _ and Caliginous Dea, which _ 
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; call, L« Grotta della Palomba, of ſuch profundity, as well as capa- 


city z that the Inhabirants of the Mountain think, that therein is a 
paſlage made by ſome Submarine path to the-Liparitan Iſlands, But 
that from theſe and the like Caverns, and under-ground Vaults, 
fiery Flouds and Rivers have iflued forth ; The Channel hard by, 
fill'd and ftuft with Pumice and aduſt tones, which the Sicilians 
call Sc:arra's, does abundantly inſtruct us. Which Torrents indeed 
of liquid and melced Fire, Hiſtorics deliyer to have flown and run 


of the fiery down ſcemerimes to eighteen miles in length 3 and ſometimes, now 
Torrents. gone, then two,three, or four miles m in breadth. S$o that here- 


npon none can ſufhciently adnure, from whence ſuch an incredible 
tertilencis of melted matter ſhould take its original 3 where, and in 
what places it ſhould have ſhops, and fuſory or melting fornaces, of 
ſo grear capacity, hidden and laid up underneath, to the liquefaQtion 
and melting of ſo many Minerals and Metals. 

Bur as theſe inacceilible works of God, are moſt remote from all 
Scnle 3; ſo they can never be enough penetrated and pry'd into by 
any humane Underſtanding; And it remains only to wonder and 
admire at, what cannot be conceived of the incomprehenſible Ma. 
jc{ty of rhe Divine Works. For if you undertake an account or com. 
putation of the melted matter, according to the calculation of divers 
cimes ; you would find ic cogrow to ſuch an extravagant heap, thar 
i: would far excecd rwenty c&£tna's, in its bulk. But that we may 


more clearly confirm our Account and Reckoning according to Rea- - 


ſon, I will ſubjoyn here a bricf Chroxzcle, of the more famous and 
celebrated Fires and Eruptions; wherewith the Mountain fiercely 
raging with horrendous x 2 624; Sa and ſlauginters, has at all times 
excrted and diſcovered its Burnings. 


A Chronicle of the Eruptions, and Burnings of Etna, 


Tn thetime _T+\ In the time when the Farigene, or poſterity of Farm, going 
of the Ja- about toſeck new Colonics, firſt entred $ic:ly, (which was about the 
n1g2n#: i= ear of the World 2600; almolt as many years before Chriſt, as 


fince 3 and almoſt as far as any Writings or Records;) there was ſo 
great a burning of the Mountain, as Beroſ# delivers it ; that the 
new Planters, leaving the Iſland tor fear of the Deſolation, went to 
ſeek new Colonies and: Seats in Italy; by no means 1n the leaſt 
thinking that a commodious ſtation, which the horrible frerceneſs of 


Nature had readred fo formidable, with ſo many, and fo great, and 
ſo 


 Whid 
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ſo deadly and tragical {laughters and deſtruQions; ſo that hence, © 
upon this occaſion, ſeems to be introduced the Fable of Proſerpina's 

Rape. (And hence perhaps may be concluded, that this Moancain 
has from the Creation, been uſed to vomit forth Flames, and may 
do ſo to the Worlds end ; though Owid divines otherwiſe.) 


Acna, which flames of Sulphur now doth raiſe ; 
Shall not ſtill burn ; nor hath it burnt alwayes, 


2. The Famgene ſometime after followed the Sicamans ; who 
were drove away from theſe Eaſtern parts to the Weſtern; by new 
Tempeſts and Whirlwinds of the Xtnzan Burnings. 

. In the. time of the Argonauts, ( abour the year 2714, and num Frans 
above a thouſand before Chriſt ) which when the moſt ancicnt Or- wn > _—_— 
phe had ſeen, ſang thus. Jear 2714. 

But now arriv'd at th Lilybeas Strait, 
We feel fierce Seas; On bigh Fires reach our ſight, 
Of hot Enceladus, threatning dangers great, 


4+ In the time of Zxeas's expedition , who repulſed from the Of Eneas 
ſhoar of Sicily: by the Cyclopſes; and greatly terrified by the burn- = Expe- 
: | ition, the 
ing of the Mountain, left that deadly ſtation. Yirg. year, 2768 
And to unknown Cyclopian Coaſts we run ; 
The Port was great and calm, with ſheltring ſhoars ; 
But near, from horrid Runes, Ana roars, &c. 


5. Under the Domunian of the Greeks in Sicily, viz. from the From a- 
ſecond Olympiad, even to the 88th ; wiz. from about 3 x£0, till to- {ut 3180, 
wards 3600, as Thacidzdes teſtifies, who lived in this time 3 The * cn ks 
Mountain was all on fire, with three huge Burnings. A little after * pq 
which time, the Mountain raging anew, 1s ſaid to have drawn cyen 
Pythagoras himſelf into higheſt admiration. Alſo in the time of 
Hero, when Hiſtories deliver, that evea Empedocles, an obſerver of 
the Mountain, then periſhed. | 

6. In the time ofthe Roman Conſuls; (for about 450 years ) _ pos 
Four remarkable Burnings to. have happened, is colle&ted our of va- x. ory 
rious Authors ; Diodoras, Polybins, and athers, Whereof, that be- Juls, from 
fore the Servile Wars, about 3830, was prodigious ; The Mquntaiy 4%: 3449 
belching forth ito vaſt Fires, {and need it. ſelf, far aud wide, Off? 599% 
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+—— Tr ſeems alfo to have reach'd Catania it ſelf, when the two'pious 
Brethren, before mentioned, reſcuing their Father, periſhed all in 
the Flames. | | 
0fJulivs 7- In thetime of Fulius Ceſar, (about fifry years before Chriſt ) 
Cxſar, Diodorus delivers, that tra did again rage moſt viotencly 5 And 
39-0. _ which they will have, portended the death of Ceſar. For it 15 re- 
ported to have been fo great, that rhe Sea witir its fervour and 
boyling heat, burnt even the very Ships, as far as the /; ulcanello's; 
Ajl che Fiſh being extin&, and decoted or boyled. And fo within. 
twenty years thar the Mountain burnt four tines, 
OfC.Ca- 8. Inthe time of Caius Caligula, forty nine years afcer Chriſt; the 
beulaCe- Monntain did again rage fo, that Caligula abiding at thar time in 
ap - the Sicily, and'poſleſt with che terror of the impendent miſchiets, be- 
Eb it 49. £00k himlelt to ſafer ſtations there, Yer-they relate, that Hadr;as 
Ceſar, in the greatneſs of his mind, to have aſcended the Mountain 
very far, whulſt yer it raged, to confider-more nearly fo great Mi- 
racles. - 
About the 9g. About the Martyrdom of St. Agatha, the famous Martyr of , 
2-4 Catania, by whoſe merits and inrercethon (as they there fondly ima- | 
. dom 5f St, gine) it was effected, that the Mountain, although growing fierce, 


pra yet durſt-not touch or meddle with Catania, And ſo everſince 
have repoſed great confidence-jn her, and her Reliques ; which in 
chis late fiery inundation, the Retrgions carried in procetlion, with [ 
mulzcudes of people, whipping and morrifying themſelves, with all c 
ſigns of penance. But enrage:! Yilcau would not be ſcarr'd away 2 
nor appeas'd ſo, And yet 'tis like they will be fondly made to be- S 
lieve {HI, char *cs Þy her vertue and merits rhar, the City is prc=- 
ſerved : For 'whicty (no doubt) ſhe ſhall not lack her Feltival Ho- 
nours, and Publick Sofemnuities, 
Tn theyear 10. In the time of Charles the Great, in the year 8123. who allo h 
812: much terrificd with the fierceneſs of che Mountain, 1s faid to have fi 
ſouzht fatcr places. | b 
Inth- year 11, From the year 1160, to 1169,. all Sicily was ſhaker with " 
1160 huge Earthquakes, and the Mountain ©/Zrnatoming mightily,over- ec 
chrew all the cixcnumjacent places with incredible delolation ; with mm 
the ruine of the Cathedral Church of. Catama; In which allo the ty 
Abbot Fobs with his:Monks was overwhelmed, and periſhed : (Sr, St 
Agatha was to blame ſure, and too r50 unkind, ) 
In theyear 12. Tn the year 1284, a fearful burning happened about:the 


1284+ death of Charles King: of Sicaly and Arragon, 


x3. In 
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T3. Tn the year 1329, even cill I333, the Mountain raged after In pen | | 


an horrible manner; In the time of the King Arragor. 

14. In the year 1408, under King Marrss. 

- IF. In the year 1444) even to 47,again and again. 

16. In theyear 1536, even to 37, it ſencfortha fiery flond, and 
Rivers of Flam:s ; bringing defolation-to the bordering places. 

17. Intheyear 1554, raging more than ordinary, it battered 
Catania it ſelf, its Suburbs aud Fields, grievouſly, Bur Sr. Agatha 
forfooth, ſtill came to help in time of need,and defended it ſtill. 

x8. Inthe year 1633, even to 39, the burning raged by ſo much 
the more formidable,by how much it laſted the longer time ; which 
ſeeing many-have deſcribed, I will nor 1nfiſt in recitiaz it, 

19. In the year 1650, raging afreſh on the Northern and Eaſtern 
fide, and burſting aſander the Mountains, it vo:nited forth ſuch a 
quanticy of Fires, that it almoſt brought Broztium into utmalt ha- 
zard and deſtruction, with its fiery Torrents, 

20.. Laſtly, this preſent year 1669, the molt horrible of this 
Aze, for its mighty devaſtations, ſorely threatning even Catania ic 
felf. And all reſpe&ts conſidered, perhaps not interior to-any former 
Ages ; according to the late publick Relation, univerſally known z 
For its fiery Torrent was as vaſt for length and breadth, as any of 
old; and approach'd the very Walls of the City, ruining- many 
Houſes near therennto. And which: is remarkable, by the huge 
quantities of congealed matter, hath formed a convenient Port oyer 
againſt che Caſtle, ſevency-toot deep in water, able to contain many 
Ships. 

Corallary T. 

From theſe things it plainly appears, that the Monntain,its matter 
bein conſumed, takes reſpit ; ſometimes for a greater, ſometimes 
for a lefler ſpace; cill at length increaſed by new proviſion of com- 
buſtible martter,it breaks forch, and acts thoſe Caraſtrophe's, which 
with admiration we read of, And yet it1s fo far from beingdiminiſh- 
ed by ſo great an eructation of matter,thar.1t ſeems rather-to be aug= 
mented. Sith indeed the Cirizens of Catania digged for Pumice- 
ſtones, and opening the FEarrh'the depth of.an hundred Paims,found 
Streets paved wich Marbles, and various footſteps of Antiquities ; 
which ptainly teach, that Ciries-built here of old times, have been 
overwhelmed with the caſtings off,, or rejectaneous ofialls and off. 
caſts, not without the great increaſe of the Mountain, They tound 
LETT belides,, 
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————— beſides, very many Bridges of Pumices, which were made, an 


conſiſted ouly out of the meer flux or flowing of the fiery Torrents ; 
the Earthy ſofter ſubſtances being cat away. And of late, not far 
from the City, an Image of our Lady, was under Earth ( as the 

ſay) accidentally found. Whoſe reputed Miracles have got her L 
ready much fame, From the rumnes, no doubt, of ſome Religious 
Place,e&c. Flame alſo now and then appears in the cxalced or higher 
rais'd Earth ; anon diſappears : which are clear and conſpicuous 
ſigns and tokens of the Earths being rais'd, Yer e/£ltar tells us, 
that as well /£rna, as Parnaſſes and Ohmpus, did appear to be leſs 
and leſs to ſuch as ſail'd at Sea. The height thereof ſinking, as it 
ſeem'd. And thereupon ſuppoſes the decay thereof, and of the 
World. Bur an Anſwer is at hand to this z That it might then 
perhaps decreaſe in magnitude. For 1t may be ſometimes, in-ſome 
Ages, augmented ; and ſometimes diminiſhed : But in the whole 
rather augmented, Or elſe , It was but a meer fancy and opinion, 
But theſe are known things. This one thing ouly hath, after a won- 
derful manner, tortur'd the wits of Philoſophers hitherto ; In that 
they apprehend not whence the unfatiableneſs and greedy devouring 
of the perpetual fire ſhould be ſupply'd with new and new food 
alwayes. And how the Pumices, Cinders and Aſhes, and the other 
refuſes of burnt matter, ſhould in ſucceſſion of time be converted 


into new materials, fit for fires. Whuch knot, that it may be uwn- 


tied ; 

You may remember that before (elſewhere ) we ſhewed ; how 
that to the conſervation of Nature 1n its perpetual 8 conſtanc courſe, 
there was a neceſſity of an everlaſting circulation and return round 
of things. In the Heavens, the Elements 3 the Air, Water, Earth, 
and its ſeyeral ſorts, ſoils, and Minerals, &c. even with the very 
Fire alſo, and irs materials and nutriment. As appears in the per- 
perual wheeling round of the Planets and Stars, by a conſtant and 
1nyiolable Law of Nature, ſo many thouſands of years. The perpe- 
cual motion and mutation of the Elements; alwayes unvariable in 
the greateſt variety of things. The perpetual circulation of waters, 
both within, and about the Earth, AU Rivers come from the Sea, 
and return tothe Sea again ; as Solomon, the Wiſe, hath confirm'd 
to us. The Sun dries up the vapours of the Seaz the vapours are 
received into rain, yr return back to the Earth apd Seca again. 
Elegantly expreſſed by Od ; 


The 
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The Earth reſolu'd s turned into fireams ; 
Water to Air ; the purer Air to flames. 
From whence they back return ;, The fiery flakes 
Are turn'd to Air ;, The Air thickned takes 
The Liquid form of Water 5 That Earth makes, 


Or, as Dubartas has it 3 


The pureſt humour in the Sea, the San 
Exhales ith Air ; which there reſolu'd, anon 
Return to Water, and deſcend again, - 

By ſundry wayes into bu Mother Main. 


Many therefore wondring whilſt they behold /£txa burning ſo ma- 
ny thouſand ycars, how the Mountain ſhould not- be conſumed by 
ſo-long and laſting Burnings, Nor the Fire ever extin&, But | 


Burſizng wide ope its Fornace Momth, flill ftreams 
With metied ſtones ;, ſill ſpnes out Globes of Flames: 


And by a thouſand Fires, as Virgil expreſt ic before, 


It ſpending ſtill the fewel which it burns ; 
Yet ftill to former flrength afreſh returns. 


Theſe certainly, if they underſtood the circling operations of Na- 
ture, would not fo ſtrangely admire ; when as food is never at any 
time wanting thereto, to perpetuate the Burnings. The Fires burn 
the Mountain, and convert the Miſcellany, or mixture of combu- 
ſtible matter into Aſhes. Out of the Aſhes mixt with Water, a new - 
food and nouriſhment of everlaſting Fire is gehterated 3 


Omnia continuo rapidos vertuntur in orbes ; 
Natura motus perpetuante ſuos, 


Which may beengliſhed out of our Incomparable Cowly, altering a 
word from his extravagant alluſion to drinking, 


Nothing in Nature's conſtant found 
But an Eternal courſe goes round, 
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This premiſed ; I take for granted, F:rſt, That.a great plenty of 
Salt lies hid in the Aſhes: which even from hence 1s-proved 3 That 
Salc is no waycs more eaſily got, than from a Lixive or Lee of things 
reduced into Aſhes. By this means Nitre, Salt, Allom, in.fome more 
moiſt places,breaking or ſpringing out of the walls and ſides, as alſo 
in the dunging-places of Pidgeons and ocher Animals, firſt vegi. 
rared andquickned with Urine, is duz forth in moſt plentiful ſtore 
and abundance. 

IL ſappoſe for granted, Secondly, That out of the humid Sea, 
tintured and ſeaſoned with a fat falriſhneſs and mixture of other 
Mineral things ; an huge quancity of Exhalations,togecher with che 
ſpirits, and inſenſible corpulcles of the ſaid things, are extracted b 
vertue of the Sun, Whuch being both extrinſecally reſolved into 
Rain, Hail, Saows, ſettle about tHe top of the higheſt Mountains g 
and-alſo intrinſecally deriv'd through ſubterrancous paſſages of the 
Sea, do fertilize the matter of the Fire-howſes under ground, with 
new provant. 

Theſe things ſuppoſed, I fay,, That the Fire perpetually powerful, 
and waxing ſtrong 11 its Store-howſes,is alſo by occult fibre; and veins 
of the Seca infinuating and entering undernearh, perpetually aug- 
mented ; whilſt that it repleniſhes and recruits the maccer couſum'd 
away with fire, (as are 'the Aſhes, and che moſt porous ſtones of 
Pumices) with a Sulphureous Soot,and Bytuminous Spirits z And 


in ſome meaſure prepares and diſpoſcs it for an enkindling and in- . 


flamation. But when by the melting of the Hail and Snow ; both 
with the fervent heat of the Sun, and alſo with the heat of (ſo near 
Fire lurking within ; and by the coming on of Rain, the Duſt and 
Aſhes be ſoaked through with a moſt 'plentiful bewetring ; From 
hence a certain mixr matter is propagated, which inſinuated more 
- deeply wichin the porous receſies and ſpaces of the Pumice-ſtones z 
And chen Sulphurcous and Bituminous Spirits, which but now lare- 
ly lodged there, intervening to their help ; at length ends(preſently, 
as.ſoon as it 1s waxen ripe) in a new food and nouriſhment of the 
Fire. Ard that this is fo , I found by an irrefragable experiment, in 
the brinks and edges of the Valleys of e/Arnae, Veſuvins, and 
| Strongylus, burut up with Firez in moſt of the Cindry and Athy 
walls and' fides of which I found an immenſe quantity of Salc, 
Allom, and Nicre ſpringing forth 5 In ſome alſo, a flowing and 
guſhing torth of Bitumen,Napththe, and the like fat oily liquors,to= 
£e her with a moſt copious quantity of Sulphur, Whuch lave their 
_ eriginal 
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original from no where elſe ; but partly out of the Cinders of com- 
buſt and burnt things ; from which mult neceflarily be-begor 2 new 
off-ipring and ſucceſſion of Salc and Nitre ; Partly from the Sul- 


phureous corpuſcles or ſpirits z which while they continually exhale: 


from the loweſt Gulph of the Mountain; are: condenſed into Sulphur 


in the more cold climate of the Mountain. And ſo that mixt matter 


is generated, out of Salt, Nutre, Allom, Birumen and Sulphur, 
which infinuated ( as hath been faid) into the pores of the Calx or 
Calcined Lime, or Athes of the burnt and aduſt Pumices and 
Stones, it adminiſters that perpetual and everlaſting fuel and food of 
Fire, which we have hitherto inquired after. For this, corrupted 
by the Fire, as it prepares new burnings ; ſo the fat and ſulphureous 
matter being burnt up, which lark'd and lay dormant within che 
Pumices, undergo ſome reſpits, or truces, as it were z Till the capa- 
city of the Pumices, and the remaining Calx, or Calcined Athes, be 
repleniſhed again, as was ſaid,'with the like new birth of combu- 

ſtible matter. But. now what happens in the exteriour and outmoſt 
ſurface of e/£tna; It's certain,the ſame is effeed in all other flam- 
miyvomous Mountains. Nature carrying it felf after che ſame man= 

ner alwayes. Yea, hethat ſhall more narrowly and throughly dive 


into theſe things, he cannot be ignorant, that the proceſs of Nature, ' 
which we have exprefled in the exteriour ſurface of rhe Mountain ; * 


but that it keeps the ſame courſe and tenour, or order, in its intt- 
mate and inmoſt Fire-boxſes, or Receptacles. - 


Corallary T1}, | 


Hence it follows, That the food and fuel of Subterraneous Fire, 
follows the Motion of the Sea, raging with 'a perpetual recipro- 
cation of Flux and Reflux. For from the conciration-and comm+- 
tion of the Tide, The Sea being thruſt through occult paſſages and 


Burrows, at its bottom 5 as -hath: already been inculcated-;- and-- 


joyning its fat and humid, to the hot and dry, lodging under Su!- 
phureous Glebes, in the intimate boſoms of the Earth ; reſtores thac 
which is conſum'd away, with an unceſlant conception and birth of 
a new generation. But in the extetnal ſarface, by vapours attratted 
from the Sea, and which are fruitful, and eyen big with the ſaid 


new Geniture ( or Generation ) of the Sea, - it Les within the porous ' 
Hyves or-Cells of the now burnt marcer; through the Snows, Hajls, / 
Rains, mixt with-the Duſt and We -a ne Genicute or Concep- / 


7 


— 
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a tion; which itt its tine, the matter being now mature and ripe, 
may at length break forth into great Burnings. You ſee Corky 26 

the wondertul and indeficient Circulation of Nature in its opera- 


£10Ns, 
Corallary. III, 


The fermal From theſe things it follows, that the formal cauſe of the Burnings 
cauſe of its oF this Mountain, is the Fire it ſel The material z Sulphur, and. 


| 046.0 Salt, Nitre, Birumen, and the like matters apt to cheriſh Fires, pro. 


terial 1 
The in- Farth, and alſo from the incumbent Sea plying thexecon. The Jn. 
Atrumental q,mencal 3 the Cavernous nature of the place z and the whole Bo- 
paayes dy or Bulk of the Mountain wholl full of Burrows, and hanging 
_ together aloft, and pois'd of itſelf, and perpetually burdened, and 

The effici- gpprefied with Sulphureous Smoak and Soor. Laſtly, the efficient 
my cauſe, are Winds and Blaſts, which flowing out of .the m>ſt inward 
Caverns at this kind of vent or iflue, and as it were at their proper 

gorg:s and open jaws, exuſcitate with certain Bellows, as we may ſv. 

jay, the dorment Fires, to enkindle the matter, - whatfoever ſhall be 

found next, Sith all Sicily is wholly bored through with innume. 


rable Cavcins, and Burrows, as was before mention'd. '' Elſe where 

we have abundantly demonſtrated, the: wounderful-Ragings and 
Tides of the Sicalian Streight, and the alterations of -its flux and re. 
flux ; and alſo the inſatiable force of the devouring gult of Seyla and 


Charybdi ; and how that it depends on the ſaid Mountain , being 
diſpoſed after a wonderful way and manner, in Subterrancous 
Shops,and work-houſes,throughoui the univerſal Iſlands. Of which 
thing z this may bea clear Teſtunony ;' that ' ({þdrpbdis rurmilty. 
ating after an unuſual manner, «/&tngalfd withal 'rages ' at the fime 


time 3, being together with it, ſtirred up.with the Spirit of Sediti- / 


on andtumulc ; and the fulphurcous dens recieving 4nto themſelves 


che more vehemence winds and blaſts, thereby:the combuſtible mat- 
Bellows, , 


rer,agicated and putfed,- ng otherwiſe then as with Smith's 
burſt forth-violently into huge Globes of Flames, | 
The Moun- But other winds blowing, X&:ns feems to take reſpit 37 for that the 
rain ejeets orifices of the paſlages are plac'd 11a contrary way-'to the-eurrent 
Fires ac- \vaves and floudsot the Sea; and hindred by the neighbour Moun- 


0,055. tain, But ar the Eaſt and South winds blowing?, aceording to the 
conſtitution of the channels,naw: Flames, fomerimes Smoke,now-and- 
cheu Embers, Sparkles, and Flakes. Bur-ſometimes, che Fil betig 


aug 


agated by a perpetual motion from the intimate dark receſſes of the 


Ionloomnn Mountains, tr. 
augiiented in it falf, it wonderfully rages with burnings, with a 
' formidable ſtream and floud of F 9 —_ Brimſtone ; ich now 
and then it is wont to belch forth,out of the inmoſt ſhops of the zſtu. 
arics of fire under ground; with an huge deſtruction and ruine of 
the ſubjeted Villages, Fields, Cities, and Cattel. The forerunners of 
which, are groanings of the Caverns, from intercepted and ſhut-up 
Spirits; Roarings of the Sea, joyn'd with trembling of the Earth z 
By all which coming o thick togecher,Naturezas it were, overpreſl'd, 
and impatient of bonds, breaks open all Priſon Doors and Barrs, and 
ruſhes any way it can get out ; and like a burning River or Floud, 
conſumes, not only Fields, with the mighty rouling ftream where- 
with it js poured down, but alſo intire Villages ; overturns neigh- 
bouring Towns and Cities 3 and every where leaving footſteps full 
of horrour ; devours Woods, Rocks and Mountains ; and nothing 
1s able to ſtand in its way. Of which things the Monuments of Hi- 
ſtorians are fall. | 
We conclude therefofte, the matter of Subterraneous Fire to be 
not only Sulphur, Bicumen, Pit-Coals : but alſo Allom, Salt, Nitre, 
Coaly Earth, and Calcantham or Vitriol, and ſuch kind of Metals, 
For Sulphur and Birumen do not make the Fire ſo impetuous,as that 
Fire, which ſubyerts Mountains, buries Cities in Aſhes, and the e- 
je&ments of Pumices '; and by an' incredible violence, - belches our 
ſtony and Rocky Mountains, out of che very Mountains ; as hath 
plainly appear'd from what hath preceded. Bur ſome other thing 
muſt needs be adjoyned thereto z to perform this effe&t, which we 
go about to explain. 


I fay therefore thatrhe univerſal matter of Subterraneous Fire, #atrhing 


ought ro' be ſharp and thick or groſs, as Sulphureous and Bituminous , 


| matterarez whereto is joyn'd, with a great and neceſlary alliance of ,,,, 

.Commerce, Salr-peter 3 which having its ſubſtance replenithed with great Ru-' 
moſt rumid ſpirits, and joyn'd co Sulphur, and enkindled ; wh:1lt ines of the 
it finds no exit or vent, it exetciſes char force upon the ſybterrancaus Mountdine 


obſtacles; that” lye in its way ; which a little before we have ex- 
pounded, (eſpecially if crude Artimony, and MercuriabSpirics be 
lnperadded;) as ſufficiently appears from the mighty efficacy of War-, 
like-Guns and Cannons © "1 Doc 

Furthermore, the combuſtible materials, they are not found but 
in Subterraneous Dens; of which ſort, are divers kinds of Stones, 
yarious ſpecies of terreſtrial Glebes, Metallick Mixtures and Milcel- 
landes of the other Minerals ; ans beſides theſe, Salt, Allom, Salt- 

| 4 Pecer 
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peter, Salt-Ammoniack, and whatſoever is there found, even to the 
very Water it ſel And even Mountains, and huge vaſt Stones are 
curned into matter and nutriment of the Fire ; Then forthwith the 
matter generated only burns3 and rhis being conſumed away, che 
Fire is extinguiſhed ;, and changing irs ſtation, invades another near 
ungo it; as comes to paſs in Biruminous Earths. Then afterwards 
the conſumed macter, conceiving new Sceds, ſprings again ;, and a 
'good while after is cukindled 3 which indeed if it be by a ſudden 
generation born again in great plenty; as 1n e/£tna, Strumbols, the 
Phlegrzan Plains, then they will burn with an everlaſting Fire. 

But the Generation of ſuch kind of matters 15 made after this 
manuer : The Sea repleniſhed with fatnels and unctuoſity, while ic 
enters the hidden Rooms and Chambers of the Earth, by and by 
nouri hes anew the ſubſtantial parts of the Mountain extenuared with 
the Fire; and repleniſhes their ſubſtance, that hath loft its marrow 
and itrength, with a new facneſs; and if a way he open into Sul. 
phureous Vaults and Houſes under ground, the water being driven 
1n, will be turn'd into the nutriment of Sulphur ; It inco Bitumi- 
nous places, into the nutriment of Bicumen; if into Aluminous 
veins, of Allom; And fo of the reſt, the ſame realon, And thus 
the Subſtances deſtroyed by the Fire, are repaired almoſt after the 
ſame way, that Iron 1s renew'd again inthe Ifland Elva, the Mines 
for ſeveral years lying idle and tallow, as it were z aud as ſtones, 
which they call Travertize, in the Fields of Tivols; 

But how the faid matters ſhould conceive fire, was above-faid. 
As how indced ; ſcarcely from the Sun ; not from Thunder and 
Lighcningsz not. from any other efficient : but from the very ſub. 
ecrrancous fire it ſelf, making its way unto them through hidden 
paſſages of rhe Rocks, which it burns, Or, it they be not immedi. 
ately rouched by actual Fire z then cercaiuly trom che Marine wayes 
and billows, intruded by the force and unpetuouineſs of the Winds, 
through the Submarine gutters and chinks at the bottom of the 
Sea. For that it caunot be rhat from che vehemeat daſhing of the 
billows in ſtratt and 1iarrow places, and the agitation of the ſpirits 
of combuſtible matter thereby, and the attrition or ſtriking of the 
- and Sulphurcous Air, that they fhould nor preſently conceive 

IKCs 


Of 


[qnioomou Mount antains 3c, 


Of the Liparitan or Vulcanian Iſlands adjoyning, come 


monly called the Vulcarielts's, 


Welt of Sicily in the Tuſcan Sea 3 but South'and within fight of 
Meſſina, an hundred and fifry miles diſtant from «A2»a, are the 
SE ohan Iſlands, fo called from c/Afolus King thereof, He taught at 
firſt the uſe of the Sail ; and by obſerving the Fire and Smoak that 
aſcended from theſe Iflands, (for heretofore they all'of them flamed ) 


prognoſticated of Storms to come. -- And thence the occaſion of the' 


Fable of e/£olns's being Godd and King of the Winds, for his ad 
mirable skill and invention that way. - Of theſe anciently there 
were Seven only ; (But now are Eleven ; 'tis like made ſince out of 
the exceſſive burnings of the other;; as ris ſaid of the little one cal- 
led Vulcanello) almoſt of an. equal magnitude. Yet Lipars is the 
greateſt, (being ten miles in circuit) as alſo the moſt famous, ro which 
the others were ſubje&t. ( And hence they are now call'd the Lipe- 
ritan, and Vulcamaxlilands,or YValcaxelto's) Its fruitful and abound- 
' ing with Bitumen, — and Alumnez having hot Baths much - 
frequented by the diſeaſed. The Fire here went out-about an Age: 
agoe; having (as1s tobe ſuppoſed) confumed the matter that fed it. : 
But at this day Strombolo only burns 3. and that with ragings not 
inferior to the e/Atnean or Veſuwvian. Yet Volcano ſmokes continu. : 
ally, from Subterraneous Fires. They are ſaid heretofore to have 
burnt wholly, together with the Mountains,and Sea, as Strabo wit- 
neſles. | HS 4 | | c 
Volcano, formerly call'd Hiera, is/a little Ifland, burning in the 
midſt of the Seaz where Antiquity placed FYulcans Shop, or Forge z - 
Becauſe of the Fires ſeen by night, and'abundance of ſmoak by day. 
And therefore received its. name from irs nacute ; conſecrated fornier= 
ly to Valtas, and called his -Manfion. 'Ft is faid but firſt cohave ap. + 
eared above watergabour the time that Scipio: "Africara dyed, A 
arren 1{and,ſtony ;and-uninhabiced; It had three Tunnels, whete- | 
with ir evaporated .Fire ; But now hath but-one, out of which ir 
ſmoaketh continually, and cafts out ſtones with an horrible roaring. / 
| Tr was heretofore all on Firc,and the Sea'round abour, for ſome dayes” 
together,” which! Pliny reports;-ns'@ known truth, 'and an inſtance '! 
neer- at hand. And has 'not ceaſed to be ons a flame fince,.as it were ' 
a Mountaiu of flames only,n-the audit of the Sea, For even iu the - 
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The Hula £6: 076 9- 
year of our Lcr1 1444, on the 5th of Febraary, it flamed fo abun- 
dantly, and flung forth fire and-ſtones; with ſuch anhideons noſe ; 
that not only the-reſf of the Iſlands; but alſo S1c4/ytrembled thefear, 
Perhaps the laſt blaze. For now flame it doth not * but recainech the 
reſt of Its terrours. | 

- But now 'S:rowwbalo is. the moſt notorious atthis day,” 'Here'the 
Inhabicauts formerly were wont from che Smoak, to predi&t what 
Winds would blow, Where / olus allo, the firſt ſo skilled there- 
in, was King, &c.. as before. . It was formerly -call'd Strongyle, 
(corrupted'at laft into Srrowbelr) from'the rotundicy thereof. For 
it-ſeem: no other:rhan an high round Mountain 1n the Sea ; ' our of 
the cop whereof iſſueth continnally a flame like a burning Beacon ; 
and exceeding clearly; fo that by night eſpecially it is tobe diſcern'd 
a wonderful way. A place fo full of horrour to the Neighbouring- 
Iſtanders; ( And yet.in thoſe parts where the Rage of the Fire 
offendeth-not, it is of a very fruitfull Soyl, and apt for Tillage ) 
and many others of the Ignoranter Romiſh Catholicks, conceive it 
(and ſuch like places) to be the Jaws of Hell it ſelf 5 and that with- 
in the damned Souls are tormented. To which purpoſe the good 
Catholicks .( who are excdlent ar pious:frauds and tales ) have, or 
rather have rais'd, a:pretty Story: of Sir Thomas Greſham, London's 
moſt glorious Benefactor ; which we ſhall by and by tranſcribe out 


of Mr. Sandys's Travels verbatim; True it is he was full of pious 


and charitable good works and bublick BenefaCtures. in his latter 
dayes. But upon ſuchan occaſion, as.this Story pretends ; we have 
not the leaſt reaſon. to: believe : ! For ſurely all our Hiſtories and 


Memornts could never have been wholly filenc thereof ; and .of a: 


thing ſo publickly arreſted before the King,&c, Bur to return to the 


buſineſs again. 


Kircher, in the ſaid ofcen mentioned year 1638, thought good | 


alſo to examine among others of thefc Iſlands, thoſe-two chief ones, 


V olcanoe,: and Strambels, And: Stronpboli indeed forthe: flerceneſs 
and outrages of its Fires, which ic continually:vomited, was guarded 


from all acceſs. But :#Hcammaking Traces 'and Intervals with the 
Mtuaries, diſcover'd: nothingelfe beſides Smoak : Yet ir hath: an 
Iſland adjoyning, call'd Yolcarello, annexed to Volcano, which they 


relate to - have bcen generated: of the'rejedbed refuſes and- offalls of 

the, Mountain! , which: it -belchid- forth -ont+ off the Laſt burning 

thereof ; (-perhaps that in theyear 1.4442 littſelbeforementioned): 
IA | Yea 
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Yea and chevery bottom of the Sea is' burrow*d through with innu- Las 


merable Caverns and Tunnelsor Trunks; which boch the Yorcices, 
or Whirlpools, and alſo the” frequency of Winds -burfting forth, 
and puffing the Sea after a-wonderful manner, do ſhew. - And this 
made our Author,as himfelfacknowledges; rhat he could iti nd wife 
diſſentfrom-thoſe, whoſay; There are Submnarine-Mines-and Buy- 
rows under the Sea; which correſpond with Etna; and thente, 
by continued paſſages and conveyances , through the concavous 
aces of the Back of «Appenine, wittrVeſwvinr5 Which he, a pre- 
ent and Eye-witneſs, found moſt true in the ſaid year 1638, 
when in his return home from theſe Travels, he was driven on the 
Coaſts of Terra di Lavoro,, in the KwgHom.of Naples, which he 
found almoft reduced unto utter ruine and deſolation, at the ſame 
time, by moſt horrible Earthquakesz wherein he very narrowly 
eſcaped himſelf with his life 3, and accordingly hath wric.very-ler- 
fibly and feeliagly thereof ; too large for this place. But on a 
certain day more curiouſly viewing Strombols at this time, abour 
ſixty miles diſtant, he obſerv'd it to be more than ordinarily fu- 
rious : For it appear'd wholly overwhelm'd with Fire, info great 
lenty, that it ſeem'd to belch out flamy Mountains ; ( A moſt 
| EA, ſpeacle!) And then heard I know not what kind of 
dull murmur from the Mountain fo far off, which time after time 
ſeem'd to grow towards them rhrough Subterrancous Burrows, till 
itreached the ſubrerraneous place, on which they ſtood ; and there 
utrer'd ſuch horrendous Thunderings within the Earth, with fo 
formidable Earchquakes, that none of the company were able to 
ſtand on their feer, After the Violence was over, getting up a- 
gain, nct without ineffable. conſternation, they beheld the Sud- 
verſion and lamentable Cataſtrophe of the moſt famous Town Ser, 
Euphemia, three miles off, (which mg mms in that time; ) and 
the Citty wholly ſwallowed up. For, ſeeking for the Town, they 
found in ſtead thereof, ( wonderful to be ſpoke! ) nothing bur a 
moſt putrid Lake ſprung up in its place, They could find no Men, 
nor Inhabitants : Thence pafling on their Journy, they found no- 
thing clſe for two hundred miles, but the Carkaſes of Cities, hor- 
rid Ruines of Caſtles, Men ftragling up and down in the open 
Fields, and through tear, - as it were, withering away, Then. 
paſſing by Naples, he could not after all this, leave out YV:ſnvins 
out of the way of his Obſervations; what that did allo; Of _ 
fore 
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= before in its place. | And this; was a leading us to another Chap- 
ter, concerning Berthgnekes as the proper effe&s and products of 
Subterraneous Fires alſo ; and alwayes preceding, and conconntaune 


with thele Vulcanian Eruptionsz But that we found a Chapter was 

'not ſufficient for 10. great. a SubjeR 3 'and that we had alteady 

Sranlgrelied and exceeded the intended. and preſcribed bounds of 
#. 
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A fuller Relation of the;Spaniſh Prieſts Error and 
attempt, about getting Gold out of one of theſe flum- 
ing Mountains in the Weſt-Indies, 


tamala, diſcernable at vaſt diſtance on the South-Sea. A 
Spaniſh Prieſt out of Avarice would needs found this 
Mountain, ſuppoting the bottom to be tull of Gold. This 
Prieſt was called Maſſes, born at Antequera, who came to the [y- 
dies with Pirarow at the time of Ferdinand Cortez's Conqueſt. He 
had a Sifter living with him who had a fair Daughter, whom che 
Captain married to Lazart d' Almadia, Clark of the Ship, promt- 
fing 1000 Dacketrs in Marriage. Bur the Clark being jealous of his 
Captain, left his Wife in Spain ; and the Captain being come on 
Shore, with grief for his Miſtreſs abſence, died 3 to whom by his 
laſt Will he ratified the xooo Duckets. - Mean while the Clark cook 
command of the Veſlel, and arrived in New H:ſpaniola , where the 
Prieft was very welcome, Prieſts being there very acceptable; and 
was aa in the Town of Sanda, where he lived in great 
eſteem for ſincerity and devotion; ſoin few years he grew very 
wealthy, But not content with this, upon ſuggeſtion that the flam- 
1ng Mountain, not far thence, was a Mine-of Gold, he thought to'get 
ineſtimable riches out of it : for this purpoſe he cauſed a ſtrong Irvn 
Chain to be made, to the meaſure of the height of the Mountain, 
which he had taken by Artizans ; then by ſtrength of Men began 
tO cut a way for portage of his neceſſarics, which could nor be done 
but at great expence, a mans labour there being worth two Crowns 
a day z nevertheleſs Avarice made him pals it eafily, But thus bc- 
ginning was a mean matter, for he muſt continue the Laboure $3 
being yer not advanced far, by reaſon ofthe height of rhe Mountain, 
and firmneſs of the Rock, which he muſt cut through : nor though 
many looked upon the Enterprize as extravagant and inconfilerate, 
yet the Prieſt every day got nearer to the mouth of che Fornace with 


expence of time, labour and difficulty. - After. foux moneths ſpace 
K | the 


F. HE moſt famous Vulcano's in the Peft-1rdtes, are the Gua- 
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the pondrous Chains and Caldrons, with great coſt and pain were 
drawn up; The good man boaſted, He donbted not now to come ſhort- 
ty to bus ends, and that he had « Revelatzor: of it in his ſleep. 

Art length all theſe Tron Engines wereſer in order, and the work- 
men, to the number of fifry began to ler down a Caldron well faſten- 
ed to a ſtrong Iron Chain, with other Engines ſecured; and the 
Prieſt himſelt ſer his hand to rhe work : Burt as they thought to draw 
up the Caldron full of rich melted mertal, the ſtrength of the fire 
conſumed all, and rhey hardly eſcaped withour burning their hands 
and feet, fo violent a heat burſt out upon them. The Prieſt batf 
mad cried out, The Devil bad broken bis Chain; with a thouſand 
Curſes, ready to throw himſelf headlong into the Preci a covered 
over with Soot and Cindars, and frying with heat, fright, and toyl, 
that he looked like a right Fury,running like a mad man to and fro; 
the reſt in litrle better condition, the greateſt part being lam'd and 
conſum'd with labour and the violence of heat which had even melc. 
ed them, The good man ar laſt was brought to his Lodging in ex- 
tream torment, where they laid him * to bed in ſo much grief and 
diſcomfort that he was the pitty of the World. Walking in.che 
night he was ſurprized with ſuch a rage, that he gave himſelf ſeve- 
ral ftabs in thethroat with his knite 3 and 1n the morning his Siſter 
coming to viſit him, found him fteeped 1n blood and gaſtly, half 
dead; whereupon the cried out tor help, and fricuds came immediate- 


ly in, and a Chirurgion applyed che Country Balſom ſo fortunately ' 


to his wounds, that he was well within few dayes; nevertheleſs 
for extream grief and fullenneſs, he could cart nothing ; At laſt he 
languiſhed to death, having conſumed all he had gotcen, beſides 
what his Siſter had allo, and other Friends, whom he quite ruined. 
The poor woman lived a while afcer, but miſerably, Her Son-i1- 
Law making ſome Voyages betwixt the Indies and Spain in the beſt 
forc he could 3 who afterwards had other ſtrange miſtortunes upon 


his Wifes account, efteemed the Daughter of that Mnfortmwnate Prieſt. | 


Thus do greateſt diſappoinements procure the gr deſperations, 


London, ( if the Story were true ) accidentally bebolding to flamssy 
Mount Scrombolo. Ao 


If all the pions Tales of Catholicks were true, London was erex- 
nally beholding to the good Devils of Strombolo, for frighting Sir 
T homas Greſhazs into ſuch Publick good Deeds; But why Fe ſhould 
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begin to praRtiſe them at leaſt eighteen years after the death of King 
Henry ; and how many before had paſſed we know not; and thac 
not till the dayes of Reformation, ( tor he laid the firſt Stone of the 
'Rojal Exchange in the vary"; 4-4 of Queen Els, Or why nei * 
ther Catholick-nor Proteſtant Hiſtorians ſhould ſo much as mention, 
much leſs record for truth, ſo remarkable a TranſaRion, concerning 
ſo glorious and Renowned a Founder, no tolerable account or reaſon 
can be given. However take the Story as jt runs in Sauds's Travels, 


thus. 


A pretty deviſed Story aud Catholick pious Tale concerning the oc- 
caſian of Sir Tho, Greſham's devout Life, and pious and char;- 
table Inclinations and good Deeds , and the converting his great 
acquired Riches, to ſuch worthy and publick uſes, Viz. From 
the ſound of. an horrid Voice, out of the month of one of theſe 
Hellijh Volcano's, the Prodigions Mount Strombolo. 


It was told me at Naples by a Country-man of ours, and an old 
. Penfioner of the Popes, who was a youth 1n the days of King Henry, 
That it 'was then generally bruited throughout 'England, That Mr. 
Greſhans a Merchant, ſetting ſail from Palermo (in Sicily) where 
there then dwelt one Antonio, called The Rich; who at one time 
had two Kingdoms morgaged unto him by the King of Spasy, being 
croſſed by contrary winds, was conſtrained to anchor under the Lee . 
of this Iſland Srrombolo. Now about mid. day, whers for. certain 
hours it accuſtomedly forbears ro flame, he aſcended the Morintain, 


with eight of the.Sailers, and. approaching as near the vent as they 


durſt, among other Noiſes, they heard a Voice cry aloud ;.Diſpatch, 
Diſpatch, The Rich Antonio 8 a comng. Terrified herewith chey 


deſcended ; and anon the Mountain agar evaporated fire. But from 
ſo diſmala place they made all the haſte that they could ; when the 


wind ſtill chwarting their Courſe, and defiring much to know 
more of this matter, they returned to Palerm?, 'and forthwith cit 
quiring of Antonio, It was told them chat he was dead; and com. 
puring the time, did flu it to agree with the very I»tant that the 
Voice was heard by them. Greſham reported this at his return, to 
the King, and the Mariners being called before him, confirmed b 

Oath the Narration. In Greſhaw himſclf,. as this Gentleman faid) 
( for I no otherwiſe report it ) It wrought ſo deep an impreJion, that 
he gave over all Traftick ; diſtributing his Goods, part to his Kind. 
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